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	SUMMARY

	This Working Paper presents a set of Recommendations for Relieving the Traffic Congestion in the Data-Link Sub-Band, developed by the ICAO EUR Frequency Management Group (FMG). 


1. INTRODUCTION

1.1 ICAO EUR Frequency Management Group (FMG) held discussions on a proposal for the gradual withdrawal of the AOC traffic from the data-link sub-band. The Meeting felt that further discussion would be appropriate, involving the industry (IATA) and manufactures, to investigate solutions in order to ensure the performance of the DLS. 

1.2 In this regard, an Ad-Hoc Group was established in January 2021. The Ad-hoc Group held 12 sessions by teleconference from January 28 to May 17, 2021. 

2. DISCUSSION

2.1 The FMG Ad-hoc Group examined the possibility of producing quantitative forecasts for the traffic load and for the off-load of the AOC traffic, but soon it became evident that this task was not feasible due to the lack of quantitative input. This difficulty is due to the many uncertainties in the evolution of the data-link traffic load, in the quantitative effect of mitigations as well as in the response of aircraft operators. The Group was then directed to the development of a set of recommendations for setting in motion and expediting the off-load process of the AOC traffic.

2.2 Through several teleconferences, the FMG Ad-hoc Group developed a draft set of recommendation, which was further reviewed by the plenary FMG/27 meeting  (21-24 September 2021).
2.3 The draft recommendations were presented to the Third meeting of the ICAO European Aviation System Planning Group (EASPG/3), which was held in Paris (hybrid) from 30 November to 2 December 2021. The EASPG, through Conclusion 3/12, endorsed the Recommendations for Relieving the Traffic Congestion in the Data-Link Sub-Band, as at Appendix A.
2.4 It is recommended that FSMP discusses the usefuleness of the Recommendation at the Global level and promote them among the relevant Stakeholders, as appropriate.

3. ACTION BY THE MEETING

3.1 The meeting is invited to:

a) note the contents of this working paper;

b) review the set of Recommendations for Relieving the Traffic Congestion in the Data-Link Sub-Band, as at Appendix A;

c) discuss ways and means of promoting the Recommendations among relevant Stakeholders at the Global level (States, ANSPs, IATA, Airlines, aircraft manufacturers, etc.), as appropriate.
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