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	SUMMARY

	This document presents the section of BR’s Director report to WRC-23 dealing with the registration of frequencies to aircraft and ship stations in international airspace and waters and the registration of standalone aircraft radio systems in the MIFR, in order to obtain their international recognition 


1. INTRODUCTION

1.1 At the FSMP WG10 meeting Working Paper 15 was presented by John Mettrop. It discussed the issue of protection of those aeronautical frequencies in international airspace, which are not registered in the ITU’s Master International Frequency Register (MIFR). 
1.2 That issue has been initially raised during the discussion of Agenda Item 1.1 of WRC-23. Some administrations were of the view that aircraft and ships operating in international airspace and waters in the band 4 800 – 4 990 MHs have no rights for protection, pursuant to RR No. 8.1, since they are not registered.
8.1 The international rights and obligations of administrations in respect of their own and other administrations’ frequency assignments1 shall be derived from the recording of those assignments in the Master International Frequency Register (the Master Register) or from their conformity, where appropriate, with a plan. Such rights shall be conditioned by the provisions of these Regulations and those of any relevant frequency allotment or assignment plan. 
2. DISCUSSION

2.1 According to RR No. 11.14, ship stations, aircraft stations and mobile stations of other services shall not be recorded in the MIFR. The absence of their registration in the MIFR may lead to claims that the aeronautical mobile and maritime mobile services, under which such stations are used, shall not be protected when allocation to a new service is made, pursuant to RR No. 8.1
2.2 Consequently, there exists an inconsistency between provision No. 8.1 that requires registration of stations in the MIFR to be protected, and RR No. 11.14 that prohibits registration of aircraft and other mobile stations.
2.3   BR analysed this situation and raised the issue in the BR Director’s Report to WRC-23, together with some proposals, see Section 3.1.5.2 of WRC-23 Document 4 Add.2 and the Annex to this paper.   
3. ACTION BY THE MEETING

The meeting is invited to analyse the proposals contained in the Annex and take any action the FSMP WG finds appropriate. 
ANNEX
Section 3.1.5.2 of BR Director’s Report to WRC-23

3.1.5.2
Registration of mobile stations of terrestrial services in the MIFR
The preparations to WRC-23 agenda item 1.1 and the associated discussions in WP5D and CPM23‑2 raised the question whether a radiocommunication service, for which there are no associated frequency assignments registered in the MIFR, is eligible for protection. This question arises from the provisions of RR No. 8.1, stating “rights and obligations of administrations in respect of frequency assignments shall be derived from the recording of those assignments in the MIFR”.

Pursuant to RR No. 11.14 the registration of individual mobile stations in the MIFR, e.g., ships or aircraft, is prohibited: 

11.14
Frequency assignments to ship stations and to mobile stations of other services, to stations in the amateur service, to earth stations in the amateur-satellite service, and those to broadcasting stations in the high-frequency bands allocated to the broadcasting service between 5 900 kHz and 26 100 kHz which are subject to Article 12 shall not be notified under this Article.

Consequently, frequency assignments for the aircraft-to-aircraft, ship-to-ship and aircraft-to-ship radiocommunication links cannot be registered in the MIFR even if an administration wishes to do so.

Furthermore, standalone radio systems and onboard communication applications, such as radioaltimeters, airborne weather radar or UHF maritime onboard communication stations, cannot be registered either. This may lead to the conclusion that such systems and their corresponding radiocommunication services have no rights for protection from interference.
It may be noted that the registration of stations in the aeronautical mobile and maritime mobile services is possible, but only in the form of receiving and transmitting land stations communicating with ships or aircraft operating within their service areas, under RR Nos. 11.2 and 11.9. 
In this case, a transmitting land station (coast stations in the maritime mobile service or aeronautical land stations in the aeronautical mobile service) is notified using T12 notice type, with indication of the geographical coordinates of the land station, its parameters and a service area, in which the associated receiving ship or aircraft stations may operate. In the same manner, a receiving land station is notified using T13 notice type, describing the radio link from transmitting mobile stations to the associated receiving land station.
However, when the usage of the aeronautical mobile and maritime mobile services is limited to communications between aircraft or ships only, frequency assignments for such applications cannot be registered in the MIFR. As a result, the protection of these services in international waters or airspace is put under question. 
For the sake of completeness of information, it should be noted that some aeronautical and maritime frequencies having standard worldwide application are recorded in the MIFR in the form of common frequencies, pursuant to RR No. 11.13, without specifying the notifying administration.
In order to address that concern and make the provisions of RR Nos. 8.1 and 11.14 fully consistent, WRC-23 may allow the notification to the MIFR of frequency assignments to:

a) the aircraft-to-aircraft, ship-to-ship and aircraft-to-ship radiocommunication links;

b) standalone aircraft and ship applications. 

In this context, RR No. 11.14 might need to be changed to enable the notification of such stations, for example:

11.14
Frequency assignments to mobile stations, except ship, aircraft, radiolocation and radionavigation mobile stations, to stations in the amateur service, to earth stations in the amateur-satellite service, and those to broadcasting stations in the high-frequency bands allocated to the broadcasting service between 5 900 kHz and 26 100 kHz which are subject to Article 12 shall not be notified under this Article. 
WRC-23 may wish to allow such notification and recording in the MIFR on a provisional basis, subject to confirmation by WRC-27.
Immediately after WRC-23, the Bureau would develop new notice types to accommodate the applications listed in a) and b) above and prepare necessary proposals for amendments to Appendix 4 with a view to approve those amendments at WRC-27. The new notice types would be similar to the existing T12 and T13 notices, with the exception of the coordinates of a land station, which will be replaced by the area of operation of mobile stations.  
The Conference is invited to consider this subject, make necessary regulatory changes and provide necessary guidance to the administrations and the Bureau to enable the notifications of the radio stations listed in a) and b) above.
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