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SPOC communication 
matters

• Why SPOC communication tests?

1- Comm link failures observed by an MCC 
shall be notified to the RCC/SPOC, and 
alternative procedures should be used. 

2- To identify to IMO and ICAO, SPOCs that are 
nonresponsive (reports to NCSR and ICAO/IMO 
JWG meetings).



SPOC communication 
matters

• Monthly SPOC Comm-tests

1 => Transmission of a test message from the 
MCC to the SPOC.

2 => Acknowledgement of the message by the 
SPOC/RCC within 30 minutes (i.e. an automatic 
acknowledgement is not acceptable). 

Note: MCC-SPOC communication links that 
have been successfully used operationally at 
least once during the month may be reported 
as already tested. 



SPOC communication matters
• Responsiveness
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Benin
Central African Republic
Chad
Ethiopia
Sierra Leone
Sudan

Columbia
Gambia
Georgia
Hungary
Iran
Iraq
Mexico
Moldova
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North Macedonia
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Vanuatu
Venezuela

Afghanistan
Burkina Faso

Congo (Rep. of )
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Eritrea
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Liberia

Mali
Niger

Palestine (Res. 99)
South Sudan



SPOC communication matters
• Contact details

www.cospas-sarsat.int

http://www.cospas-sarsat.int/


SPOC communication matters

• Formal SPOC agreements

To address the issue of poor 
SPOC communications, the 
Cospas-Sarsat and ICAO 
Secretariats jointly developed 
in 2015 a draft model 
agreement for use by MCCs 
and their SPOCs, based on 
existing agreements provided 
by some MCC operators. 



SPOC communication 
matters

• Formal SPOC agreements

Definitions

1. Purpose

2. Introduction

3. Objectives

4. Procedures

5. Depositary (C/S – ICAO – IMO)

6. Entry into force, renewal and termination

Annex. Points of Contact



Beacon Registration 
and regulations (S.007)

• What is S.007?

1. A summary of regulations issued by Cospas-
Sarsat Participants and international 
organizations regarding the carriage of 406 MHz 
beacons. 

2. Practical information on coding and registration 
regulations in each country/region, where such 
information was made available to the Cospas-
Sarsat Secretariat (80 stand-alone sections).



Beacon Registration and regulations (S.007)

• Why having a stand-alone page?

Carriage and coding of 406 MHz 
beacons are evolving rapidly (e.g., 
RLS-capable beacons, ELT(DT)s, 
SGBs).

Importance for beacon 
manufacturers and retailers of 
having a place where to refer 
when coding a beacon for a 
specific country code (MID) due to 
multiple national regulations. 

* Image sources:  AEROMARINE SRT & ACR & Orollia



Beacon Registration and 
regulations (S.007)

• How to create/update an S.007 
page?

1. Download/Fill the template from 
the Handbook of Beacon 
Regulations webpage (MS Word)

2. Send it to: 
mail@cospas-sarsat.int

3. Provide any revision by email

4. => Publication within 2 days

mailto:mail@cospas-sarsat.int


SIT 185 – new contents 
and organization

• Why a new SIT 185?

The distress message (SIT 185) sending alert 
data to RCCs and SPOCs such as:

 Time and message stamps

Beacon information

Vessel/Aircraft information

Position information

System detection and processing 
information

Other encoded information…

had become too heavy, difficult to read, and 
possibly confusing.



SIT 185 – new contents and organization

• What are the changes? 4 main changes:

• Confirmed position 
=> MCC Reference position

• Expected accuracy
=> Estimated error

• Encoded position
=> GNSS position (first 
location)

• Empty fields (i.e., Nil value)
=> omitted.



SIT 185 – new contents and organization

• New
SIT 185

4 main parts:



Inappropriate Coding for EPIRBs

Per new ITU-R M.585 , vessels may be identified with a specific
number corresponding to a 9-digit MMSI, and formatted as:

• 98+MID+XXXX, if onboard a sister vessel associated to a parent
vessel operating in polar regions , or

• 974+XXX XXX, if the device is AIS capable.

If EPIRBs are directly programmed with such codes, the System
will read the MID as being 98“M” or 974, and the alerts will be
filtered out, preventing the distress data to be distributed to RCCs
and SPOCs because of invalid Country codes.

A Cospas-Sarsat Letter CS22/072/F420, F510 was sent in Aug 2022
to request all Administrations to not code EPIRBs with these MMSI
options, but instead refer to document C/S T.001 (FGB
Specifications).

https://www.itu.int/dms_pubrec/itu-r/rec/m/R-REC-M.585-8-201910-I!!PDF-E.pdf


Training resources

• The “RCC Handbook” (G.007)

- helps to understand
how the System works

- explains how to deal
with any SIT 185 messages

- gives examples of
SIT 185 messages

- provides guidance to
RCCs and SPOCs to better handle 406 
MHz beacon alerts 

https://www.cospas-
sarsat.int/en/documents-pro/system-
documents [G.series]for free

https://www.cospas-sarsat.int/en/documents-pro/system-documents


Training resources

• MS PowerPoint presentations

• Letters to RCCs and SPOCs

• System Graphics

• Image Gallery

• System Data

• Information Bulletin

• Latest News (SAR Stories)

• FAQs

• Guidance…
(https://cospas-sarsat.int/)

https://cospas-sarsat.int/


Training resources
• Videos

https://cospas-sarsat.int/en/search-and-
rescue/programme-videos-en

• YouTube channel: 
https://www.youtube.com/c/InternationalCospasSarsat
Programme
• Introduction
• Beacon Ownership FAQ (playlist)
• How Cospas-Sarsat Works
• Cospas-Sarsat System FAQ (playlist)
• MEOSAR
• RCC Operator Training - Saving Lives 

(playlist, complementary to our Handbook for 
RCCs (G.007)

• MCC Operator Training (playlist and presentation)
• Programme and Administration FAQ (playlist)
• Contributed videos (other)

https://cospas-sarsat.int/en/search-and-rescue/programme-videos-en
https://www.youtube.com/c/InternationalCospasSarsatProgramme


Any questions?


