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Our approach
→ Rulemaking
→ Communication
→ Training
→ Implementation support
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Rulemaking
→ Multidisciplinary approach
→ Four (4) different rulemaking tasks addressing the following:

→ Air Operations
→ Aerodromes
→ ATM/ANS, AIS and Rules of the air
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Rulemaking
→ Highlights

→ Publication of friction measurements is not allowed
→ Friction measurements are not correlated with aeroplane performance data
→ Performance standards for friction measurement devices do not exist

→ Friction measurements can be used in a comparative way for upgrade or 
downgrade of the runway condition code but always in combination with 
other observations



11

Rulemaking
→ Highlights

→ Addition of two (2) new terms for describing runway surface condition
→ Specially prepared winter runway

→ Runway covered with compacted snow or ice, which has received special treatment and 
has improved friction characteristics (RWYCC greater than 3)

→ Slippery wet
→ Associated with RWYCC 3 when the runway is wet and below the minimum friction level

→ Changes to the SNOWTAM Format
→ To include the two terms above
→ To simplify the situational awareness section in order to avoid long NOTAM 

strings
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Rulemaking
→ Highlights

→ Changes to the METAR Format
→ Removal of runway surface conditions

→ Introduction of the Landing Distance Assessment at the Time of Arrival
→ Obligation of the PIC to report back when braking action encountered is not 

as good as reported
→ Obligation of the ATS to report to the aerodrome operator when a pilot 

indicates that the braking action is not as good as reported.
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Communication
→ Regular briefings to States and industry
→ Participation in ICAO Events

→ Europe
→ South-East Asia
→ Russia

→ EASA webinars
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Training
→ EASA is not a training provider
→ Industry had access to third parties training

→ ACI
→ CANSO
→ IATA

→ Online, classroom and practical training
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Challenges
→ Different level of experience and exposure on operations on 

contaminated runways
→ Management of change
→ How to ensure accurate assessments, especially at busy runways
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Understanding the use of SNOWTAM

→ Misinterpretation of the need to issue SNOWTAM
→ Excessive number of SNOWTAM related to wet conditions only
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ATIS
→ ICAO Annex 11 foresees that

→ ATIS message shall include significant runway surface conditions and, if 
appropriate, braking action

→ ‘Braking action’ information contradicts GRF concept

→ Standardized ATIS transmission
→ Only ICAO guidance is available
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ATIS
→ Capacity of ATIS – limited number of 

characters
→ Work in progress

→ How to deal with multiple runways
→ Different ATIS for arriving and departing runways

→ Order of information
→ First part always corresponds to the landing 

runway despite the fact that the aerodrome 
reports always from the lower designator
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Frequency of runway inspections
→ Number of runway inspections may increase significantly
→ At busy aerodromes can be very challenging
→ Industry is looking for automated systems
→ Technical standards are available very recently
→ Validation of systems on-going



An Agency of the European Union

Your safety is our mission.easa.europa.eu/connect

aerodromes@easa.europa.eu
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Questions

https://www.easa.europa.eu/
mailto:aerodromes@easa.europa.eu
mailto:vasileios.stefanioros@easa.europa.eu
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Resources
→ EASA Webinar
→ Aerodromes Regulation
→ Air Operations Regulation

https://www.easa.europa.eu/newsroom-and-events/events/implementation-workshop-global-reporting-format-runway-surface
https://www.easa.europa.eu/document-library/easy-access-rules/easy-access-rules-aerodromes-regulation-eu-no-1392014
https://www.easa.europa.eu/regulations/air-operations
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