
 
 

ICAO COUNCIL ADOPTS UNANIMOUS RESOLUTION CONDEMNING MH17 DOWNING 
 
MONTRÉAL, 28 October 2014 – The 36 State Council of the International Civil Aviation Organization 
(ICAO), joined extraordinarily during its 203rd Session yesterday by the Honorable Dato’ Sri Liow Tiong 
Lai, Minister of Transport for Malaysia, in addition to a high-level Delegation from Ukraine, unanimously 
adopted a Resolution condemning, in the strongest terms, the downing of Malaysia Airlines Flight MH17 
over eastern Ukraine earlier this year. 
 
The Resolution was adopted after an address to Council by Minister Liow Tiong Lai, who stood before 
ICAO in solidarity with the families of the passengers and crew who were lost. Minister Lai outlined a 
series of statements and recommendations on both MH370 and MH17, all of which were aimed at 
enhancing related measures supporting greater safety and security in international civil aviation.  
 
In a closely-related development, the Council also reviewed the Report of the Task Force established 
under ICAO to explore Risks to Civil Aviation Arising From Conflict Zones. The Report proposed that the 
existing framework for managing international civil aviation remains fit for purpose, that States should 
continue to be responsible to ensure the safety of operations in their sovereign and delegated airspace, 
and that airspace users have the ultimate responsibility to decide where they fly.  
 
The proposed conflict zone work programme for ICAO through 2015 was approved by the Council, some 
aspects of which have already been well-advanced. It was recognized that some aspects of this planning 
would require further consideration at ICAO’s upcoming High-level Safety Conference next February. 
 
“We have reviewed some very challenging international issues today in Council and adopted several key 
decisions,” remarked ICAO Council President Dr. Olumuyiwa Benard Aliu. “We deeply appreciated the 
impacts which the MH370 and MH17 incidents have had on the families, friends and governments of all 
of the victims concerned, and the inputs of the government officials from Malaysia certainly assisted in 
the successful outcome of our deliberations.  
 
Much work remains to be done in the area of conflict zone risk mitigation and the Council remains fully 
engaged in guiding ICAO’s efforts to achieve a practical and effective global solution.” 
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Resources for editors: 
 
ICAO Council Resolution on Malaysia Airlines Flight MH17 (PDF attachment to this release). 
ICAO, IATA, ACI, CANSO 29 July Joint Statement on Risks to Aviation Arising from Conflict Zones. 
Applicable releases and 29 July press conference video in the ICAO Newsroom. 
Preliminary Report from Dutch Safety Board website on MH17.  
 
 

 

http://www.icao.int/Newsroom/Pages/Joint-Statement-on-Risks-to-Civil-Aviation-Arising-from-Conflict-Zones.aspx
http://www.icao.int/Newsroom/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.onderzoeksraad.nl/uploads/phase-docs/701/b3923acad0ceprem-rapport-mh-17-en-interactief.pdf
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communications@icao.int 
 

 
 
A specialized agency of the United Nations, ICAO was created in 1944 to promote the safe and orderly development of international civil aviation 
throughout the world. It sets standards and regulations necessary for aviation safety, security, efficiency, capacity and environmental protection, 
amongst many other priorities. The Organization serves as the forum for cooperation in all fields of civil aviation among its 191 Member States. 
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