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AWARENESS

The period during which the SAR system becomes 
aware of an actual or potential incident. 
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UNCERTAINTY 
An UNCERTAINTY phase exists when there is knowledge of a situation that may 
need to be monitored, or to have more information gathered, but that does not 
require moving resources.

ALERT
An ALERT phase exists when a craft or person is experiencing some difficulty and 
may need assistance, but is not in immediate danger or in need of immediate 
response. Apprehension is usually associated with the ALERT phase.

DISTRESS 
The DISTRESS phase exists when grave or imminent danger requiring immediate 
response to the distress scene threatens a craft or person.
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INITIAL ACTIONS
(Maritime)



INCERFA
- Comms not received within 30 minutes after the time comms should have been received, or from the 
time an unsuccessful attempt to establish comms was first made, whichever is the earlier, or when
- Aircraft fails to arrive within 30 minutes of the estimated time of arrival last notified to or estimated by 
by air traffic services, whichever is the later.

ALERFA
- Subsequent attempts to establish comms have failed.
- Aircraft cleared to land and fails to land within 5 minutes of estimated time to land
- Information has been received that indicates the operating efficiency has been impaired

DETRESFA
- Further attempts to establish comms have failed. 
- Fuel onboard is considered to be exhausted
- Information has been received that indicates the operating efficiency has been impaired to the extent that 
a forced landing is likely. 
- Information is received or it is reasonably likely that the aircraft is about to make a forced landing. 

5

INITIAL ACTIONS
(Aeronautical)



Comprehensive planning of SAR response tasks is 
essential, especially when the location of the 

distress situation is unknown and the survivors 
may move. 
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PLANNING



This stage encompasses all activities that 
involve searching for the distressed persons or 

craft, providing assistance, and delivering 
them to a place of safety.
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OPERATIONS



When SAR operations have terminated, all authorities, 
facilities, or services which have been activated must be 

immediately notified.
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CONCLUSION



Questions? 
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