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Alaska Airlines operates into some of the most challenging airports in the 
world. 

Alaska Airlines has been using the TALPA ARC Matrix for the Pilot in flight 
analysis since 2006 – 2007 winter season. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 



RCAM – Vertical   



RWYCC for FROST 

• Originally FROST was a RWYCC 3 
• During testing we realized that the majority of the time Frost was 

actually RWYCC 5 (BA – Good)   

• FAA and TALPA intentionally raised it to a RWYCC 5 with the 
understanding that the Airport would have Mu as a mitigation for 
when FROST is more slippery.  

• Mu Values of 45, 35, 25 with FROST would not be reported 

to the Flight Crew.  Instead, the following FICON would 

communicate the necessary information: 

• OTZ RWY 27 FICON 5/4/2 100 PRCT FROST 



RCAM – Vertical   



RCAM – Horizontal  
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Takeoff RCAM 
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Contaminants not on the RCAM 
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Why is this important to the Global Runway 
Reporting Community? 

• Common but Distinct Language 

• Pilots should never “report” RWYCC  

• Airports should never describe their runways in terms of “Good, Medium, Poor” 

• It is acceptable to use these terms for Taxiways and Ramp Areas 

• Accurate Runway Condition Reporting is CRITICAL  

• Takeoff and Landing Performance is greatly affected by what is REPORTED 
on the runway. 

• Contaminant Type and Depth is what is important for Takeoff (Sometimes Depth can 

be more limiting then RWYCC) 

• RWYCC is what is important for landing (Although Depth can also limit landing if 

outside of limits) 

• While Friction Measurement values are not reported, their very important 
DOWNGRADE information should be. 



Any Questions? 


