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Heathrow Today 
• 2 runways (North – 3,902m x 50m; South – 3,658m x 

50m) 

 

• 80 million passengers a year (2018) 

 

• 475,000 flight movements a year (2018) – an 

average of 1,300 a day.  

• 98% capacity – Flight movements at Heathrow are 

capped at 480,000/year 

 

• 76,000 people working in 400 businesses located 

across airport. 

• Over 200 destinations served – over 80 are long 

haul 

• 84 countries connected to Heathrow 

• 1.5 million metric tonnes of cargo travel through 

the airport each year 

• 30% (by value) of the UK’s exports beyond the EU 

Heathrow Expansion 
• The new Heathrow runway will be the first 

new full length runway to be built in the south 

east of England since 1950s – the last being at 

Heathrow 

 

• 130 million passengers per year capacity 

 

•740,000 flight movements capacity 

 

• The draft National Policy Statement (NPS) 

requires expansion to enable at least an 

additional 260,000 ATMs from the airport. 

 

• 52 expansion options were looked at during 

the 2.5 year, £20m, Airports Commission process 

before it recommended a new Heathrow north-

west runway. 
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HEATHROW AND SNOW IN LAST 10 YEARS  

During the snow events  in March 2018, Heathrow was praised for keeping Europe’s busiest 

airport running.  

 

This is the first time since 2010 that Heathrow has experienced a significant snow fall.  

 

Only a small number of flights in comparison to 2010 were cancelled and the airport remained 

open throughout the events.  
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Heathrow is the only UK commercial airport that 

has an on-site Met Office forecasters providing 

dedicated forecasts for the airport.  The team are 

based in APOC and operate 24 hours a day, 365 

days a year. 
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SNOW EVENTS 2017 – 2018 SEASON  
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GRF IMPLEMENTATION  

Vast majority of snow events are light enough 

 Anti icing, de-icing and snow clearance will maintain runway as wet – 5/5/5. 

 Not Code 4 as never below -15 deg C 

 

Possible scenario – last few movements before night restrictions start – if there is a snow shower and 

no time to clear - report some snow (few mm) 

 

Implementation – Ops management awareness of principles but underline not to use it yet – Nov 

2020 

 

 

 

Questions and on to the other presenters…. 

 


