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New Zealand’s Airports  

New Zealand’s 
Environment 

• 27 certificated aerodromes 
• 5 are security-designated 
• Hundreds of private/agriculture 

airstrips 



Eagle Airways Flight 2279 
Case Study 

Asha Ali Abdille 



Eagle Airways Flight 2279: 
The Hijacker 

Originally a 

refugee  
from 

Somalia 

1996: Interview by TVNZ. 
Said she was not coping 
with NZ society & would 
like to return to Somalia 

Purchased ticket under  
false name then had name  
on ticket changed. Travel  

agent noted agitation 

Taxi driver who 
transported  

her to  
airport  

had  
concerns but did not  

voice them 

Allocated seat 7A but 
sat in seat 1F. 

Crew not concerned 
due to her size 

Two items of hand  
luggage. Backpack  

placed in the pod and was 
inaccessible  

 

2005  
Immigration Minister 

questioned in  
Parliament  

about  
Abdille’s  

‘threat to the NZ 
community’ 

At check-in: 
Spoke very  

little  
and waddled 
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Eagle Airways Flight 2279: 
Lessons Learned 

 

On the day 



Eagle Airways Flight 2279: 
Lessons Learned 

 

Domestic Security Review 



Eagle Airways Flight 2279: 
Lessons Learned 

 

Security Awareness Groups and 
Security Committee Meetings 
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Promoting the Security 
Culture 

 

The Holistic Approach 



Promoting the Security 
Culture 

 

Layered Approach to  
Aviation Security 



 

Criminal Activity 

Benefits of the Security Culture 
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Security Awareness Training 
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What you  

need to do… 

 Challenge people who you don’t know or who 
aren’t displaying an AIC in the security area. 
 

 Liken information to a jigsaw puzzle – small 
pieces fit together to form the puzzle 
 

 Report it to the Airport Company and Police if 
appropriate 
 

 There needs to be a coordinator of information 
so report it to the Airport Company … no matter 
how small or irrelevant you think it might be 

 

See It 

Hear It 

Report It 



What you should 

remember 

 

Your own personal safety 
and that of your family could 

be compromised if you 
aren’t actively practicing and 
promoting a security culture 



Questions? 


