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The ICAO Safety Oversight The ICAO Safety Oversight 
Audit Programme is about Audit Programme is about 
“State commitment”“State commitment” to the to the 
Convention on International Convention on International 
Civil AviationCivil Aviation
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Fundamental Principles:Fundamental Principles:
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Nature of State responsibilities:Nature of State responsibilities:
�� Responsibilities as a State of Registry and a Responsibilities as a State of Registry and a 

State of the Operator, generally obligates State of the Operator, generally obligates 
States to provide for the safe and efficient States to provide for the safe and efficient 
operation of aircraftoperation of aircraft

�� Licensing of operational personnel, the Licensing of operational personnel, the 
certification of aircraft, air operators, certification of aircraft, air operators, 
maintenance organizations, and the control maintenance organizations, and the control 
and supervision of licensed personnel, and supervision of licensed personnel, 
certified products and approved organizationscertified products and approved organizations
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Nature of State responsibilities:Nature of State responsibilities:

�� The implementation and proper The implementation and proper 
management of themanagement of the “critical “critical 
elements” elements” of a safety oversight of a safety oversight 
system enable ICAO system enable ICAO 
Contracting States to fulfill their Contracting States to fulfill their 
Convention obligationsConvention obligations
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Critical elements of a State’s safety Critical elements of a State’s safety 
oversight systemoversight system
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The ICAO Safety Oversight The ICAO Safety Oversight 
Programme has been Programme has been 
established to assist States to established to assist States to 
address the critical elements, address the critical elements, 
fulfill their safety oversight fulfill their safety oversight 
responsibilities and obligations, responsibilities and obligations, 
and and uphold the “principles” and uphold the “principles” and 
“spirit” of the Convention on “spirit” of the Convention on 
International Civil AviationInternational Civil Aviation
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��Evolution of the ICAO safety oversight Evolution of the ICAO safety oversight 
programmeprogramme
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Safety Oversight Safety Oversight -- DefinitionDefinition
Safety oversight is a function by which Safety oversight is a function by which 
States ensure the effective States ensure the effective 
implementation of the safetyimplementation of the safety --related related 
Standards and Recommended Standards and Recommended 
Practices (SARPs), and associated Practices (SARPs), and associated 
procedures and practices contained in procedures and practices contained in 
the Annexes to the Convention on the Annexes to the Convention on 
International Civil Aviation and International Civil Aviation and 
associated documentsassociated documents
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��Activities of the safety oversight Activities of the safety oversight 
assessment programmeassessment programme
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��Activities of the safety oversight Activities of the safety oversight 
assessment programmeassessment programme
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��Activities of the safety oversight Activities of the safety oversight 
assessment programmeassessment programme
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��Assembly Resolution A32Assembly Resolution A32 --11 (1998)11 (1998)
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��Objectives of the audit programme:Objectives of the audit programme:
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Programme principlesProgramme principles
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��The Audit processThe Audit process
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��The Audit processThe Audit process
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