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SUMMARY 
 
This paper presents information and further recommendations related 
to mitigation of risk related to CFIT and propose endorsement of the 
draft RASG-MID SAFETY ADVISORY – 16 which provide 
Guidance material on measures to improve the effectiveness of 
Enhanced Ground Proximity Warning System (EGPWS) /Terrain 
Awareness and Warning System (TAWS). 
 
Action by the meeting is at paragraph 3. 

 
 
1. INTRODUCTION 
 
1.1 Analysing data in the last five years, CFIT is marked as the third cause of fatal 
accidents resulting in 76 fatalities (IATA Safety Report). Today, accident data shows that CFIT 
accidents rates are much lower than a decade ago, and the number of aircraft that have landed safely 
after EGPWS/TAWS warning is growing every year. Nevertheless, CFIT accidents continue to occur. 
Dedication and commitment from all staff, establishing a positive safety culture, and technological 
advances, such as EGPWS/TAWS, have played a role in the reduction of CFIT accidents. Those alone 
do not prevent CFIT accidents, but with proper flight crew performance, good crew resource 
management behaviour, increased situational awareness, good training, and immediate response to 
EGPWS/TAWS warnings, updating EGPWS/TAWS Software and Terrain/Obstacle/Runway 
database in a timely manner, good decision-making as well as execution can contribute to the 
reduction of this accident category. 

 
1.2 In 2019, IATA and Honeywell produced guidance on performance assessment of 
pilot compliance to EGPWS. In a continuing effort to ensure the applicability and quality of the 
published Guidance Material, IATA together with Honeywell conducted a survey to investigate the 
barriers and enablers in the implementation of such guidance. 
 
2. DISCUSSION 
 
2.1 The industry is aware that the mandate of EGPWS/TAWS and the immediate response 
to EGPWS/TAWS warnings has been proven to be a great barrier to prevent CFIT accidents when used 
as intended. Evidence shows that in order to obtain the greatest safety benefit from EGPWS/TAWS and 
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to ensure that the system remains effective, a call for action by the operators to ensure they update their 
systems is needed, a task that can be achieved at very little cost. The outdated EGPWS/TAWS 
equipment results in the persistent experience of nuisance and unwanted EGPWS/TAWS warnings that 
could be avoided if the equipment was updated to the latest EGPWS/TAWS Software and Terrain/ 
Obstacle/Runway database available. Such action would decrease the number of unwanted warnings 
experienced and thus increase the integrity and reliability of the EGPWS/TAWS and the likelihood of 
timely pilot response. 
 
2.2 Although the abovementioned recommendations have been published and promoted 
among its member airlines, IATA believes that their implementation could be further improved. 
However, IATA’s reach-out is mostly limited to its members and IOSA-registered operator.  
 
2.3 Experience has proved that State safety oversight is an essential tool in ensuring that 
safety recommendations and best practices are an integral part of airlines’ operations. States could 
consider the safety benefits of including the following into their regular safety oversight checklists. 
Among other items, Competent Authorities might find it useful to check: 
 

a) if the airlines keep the EGPWS/TAWS software / terrain database and software 
up to date; 

 
b) if the navigation references are updated in accordance with WGS-84; 
 
c) if GNSS/GPS is used as a position source to EGPWS/TAWS, when required by 

the State; and 
 
d) if the SOPs for the use of terrain display are implemented. 

 
2.4 Finally a better and wider results could only be achieved in collaboration with ICAO -
MID, and MID States. IATA invites MID States to support the efforts in promoting the relevant 
recommendations in the draft RASG-MID Safety Advisory (RSA) - 16 as in Appendix “A” for CFIT 
prevention. 
 
3. ACTION BY THE MEETING 
 
3.1 The meeting is invited to: 
 

a) note the information contained in this working paper;  
 

b) consider and adopt the recommendations in para.2.3; and  
 

c) present the draft RASG-MID Safety Advisory (RSA-16) at Appendix A to 
RASG-MID/10 for endorsement. 

 
 
 

------------------ 
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Disclaimer 
 
 

This document has been compiled by the MID Region civil aviation stakeholders to mitigate the operational 
impact of the Controlled Flight Into Terrain (CFIT) by providing guidance for civil aviation regulators and 
aircraft operators on actions that could be taken by stakeholders to reduce the likelihood of false warnings 
of Enhanced Ground Proximity Warning System (EGPWS) /Terrain Awareness And Warning System 
(TAWS) or, more seriously, the system’s failure to provide a timely warning. It is not intended to 
supersede or replace existing materials produced by the National Regulator or in ICAO SARPs. The 
distribution or publication of this document does not prejudice the National Regulator’s ability to enforce 
existing National regulations. To the extent of any inconsistency between this document and the 
National/International regulations, standards, recommendations or advisory publications, the content of the 
National/International regulations, standards, recommendations and advisory publications shall prevail. 
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Measures to Improve the Effectiveness of 
Enhanced Ground Proximity Warning System (EGPWS)/ 

Terrain Awareness and Warning System (TAWS) 
 
 
1. BACKGROUND  
 
1.1 A controlled flight into terrain (CFIT) accident occurs when an airworthy aircraft under the control of 
the flight crew is flown unintentionally into terrain, obstacles, or water, usually with no awareness of the 
impending collision on the part of the crew. 
 
1.2 ICAO’s first action in this regard can be traced to 1978, when requirements for equipping 
commercial air transport aircraft with GPWS were introduced into Annex 6 Part I International Commercial 
Air Transport - Aeroplanes. This led to a significant decrease in the number of CFIT occurrences, but not to 
their complete elimination. A significant advancement in technology was achieved with the development of 
GPWS with a forward-looking terrain avoidance function, generally referred to as Enhanced Ground 
Proximity Warning System (EGPWS) and known also as Terrain Awareness and Warning System (TAWS). 
 
1.3 With the advent of EGPWS/ TAWS in 1996, there has been a significant reduction in the frequency 
of CFIT accidents.  ICAO subsequently required that aircraft be equipped with this equipment and Annex 6 
Part I currently requires all turbine-engine aero planes of a maximum certificated take-off mass more than 5 
700 kg or authorized to carry more than nine passengers, to be equipped with a ground proximity warning 
system which has a forward-looking terrain avoidance function. 
 
1.4 ICAO requires States to ensure that operators have procedures in place to ensure the integrity 
electronic navigation data products and that the operator continues to monitor both process and products. 
While EGPWS/TAWS data base would not be utilized for navigation purposes, it would be considered 
important to ensure that the equipment is functioning with the latest software and data base available. 
 
1.5 There are several factors that can reduce the effectiveness of enhanced ground proximity warning 
system (EGPWS) equipment.  Several measures can be taken by stakeholders to reduce the likelihood of false 
EGPWS warnings or, more seriously still, the system’s failure to provide a timely warning. 
 
2. ANALYSIS 
 
2.1 CFIT is the second cause of fatal accidents. The industry has been working to reduce the CFIT 
accidents and during the last decade, the accident rate has fallen from 0.17 per million sectors in 2012 to 
0.08 per million sectors in 2021. Thanks to improvements in training, standards, technology, policies, and 
SOPs. 
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2.2 In 2019, IATA and Honeywell produced guidance on performance assessment of pilot compliance to 
EGPWS. In our continuing effort to ensure the applicability and quality of the published Guidance Material, 
together with Honeywell conducted a survey to investigate the barriers and enablers in the implementation of 
such guidance. 
  
2.3 The shortcoming identified involves the software utilized by EGPWS/TAWS. Software updates are 
issued regularly, yet industry sources reveal these are not always being implemented by all operators or are 
not installed in a timely manner. 
 
2.4 Application of software updates improves the characteristics of the equipment. Such improvements 
are possible based on operational experience and enable earlier warnings in situations that occur closer to the 
runway threshold where previously it was not possible to provide such warnings. Similarly, it is important to 
regularly update the obstacle, runway and terrain database provided by manufactures for use with their 
equipment. 
 
2.5 EGPWS/TAWS equipment was designed to function with a position update system, but not all 
installations are linked to Global Navigation Satellite System (GNSS) receivers. While the required position 
data can be acquired by using an effective ground-based navaid network, such support for area navigation 
systems is not available everywhere. Use of GNSS eliminates the possibility of position. 
  
3. RECOMMENDED ACTION 
 
A number of recommendations are listed below to aid in CFIT risk reduction. 
 
3.1 Recommendations to Operators: 
 
3.1.1 EGPWS Software & Terrain Database are kept up to date: 
 

• Operators should have a policy in place or a program of continuous maintenance that periodically 
checks the system operation, updates the runway, terrain and obstacle databases and EGPWS 
software to the latest available. 
 

• Guidance to airline’s Technical Operations dept. (Engineering & Maintenance) should emphasize 
the safety benefit that can be obtained by keeping the EGPWS software / terrain database up to 
date. 

 
3.1.2 Operators should encourage the use of GNSS/GPS as a position source for the EGPWS. 
 
3.1.3 Operators should publish a clear SOP for the use of terrain awareness display during critical phases 
of flight. 
 
3.1.4 Train flight crews to respond immediately to a hard Enhanced Ground Proximity Warning System 
(EGPWS) warning, and respect and respond to EGPWS soft warnings. Use simulators to show their crews 
exactly how close terrain is when the EGPWS warning occurs to reinforce the need for an immediate 
response to the warning to avoid the terrain.  
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3.1.5 Encourage operators to use FDM or FOQA data to monitor proper responses by flight crew to 
EGPWS events and reinforce a policy of go-around from an unstable approach. 
 
3.1.6 Operators are encouraged to have procedures in place to ensure that EGPWS equipment always 
remains activated and serviceable. 
 
3.1.7 Operators are encouraged to report GPS interference or any disruption of radio altimeter operation to 
the appropriate national authorities, with a copy to faqirj@iata.org. 
 
3.1.8 Operators to create awareness of the impact of GPS jamming or radio altimeter anomalies on aviation 
safety. 
 
3.2 Recommendations to States & Regulators:  
 
3.2.1 EGPWS Software & Terrain Database are kept up to date: 
 

• ensure the navigation references are updated in accordance with WGS-84; 
 

• ensure air operators have procedures in place to ensure that EGPWS/TAWS software and data 
bases (including obstacle, runway and terrain databases) are updated to the latest available 
standard; and 
 

• ensure that air operators maintain and monitor the provision of most accurate positioning 
information to the EGPWS/TAWS system (e.g., encourage the broader use of GNSS input linked 
to EGPWS. 

 
3.2.2 Terrain Display during Critical Phases of Flight Policy: 
 

• to check if the terrain display SOP is implemented by operators. 
 
3.2.3 Training for Flight Crew to respond to EGPWS Alerts: 
 

• to check if the EGPWS training is performed in compliance with regulations. 
 
 
APPENDIX A:  
 
Guidance material Performance assessment of pilot response to Enhanced Ground    
Proximity Warning System (EGPWS)  
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