
COVID-19 
Impact - Global 
Ove rview
April 5-6, 2021
Kamil Al Awadhi 
IATA Re gional Vice  Pre s ide nt 
Africa and the  Middle  Eas t 



COVID-19 has  be e n an unpre ce de nte d s hock
This  s hock to  air trave l has  be e n large r and longe r las ting than othe rs

Source : IATA Economics  us ing data from IATA Statis tic s , *RPKs seasonally adjusted 
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Air travel collapsed 66% in 2020 returning to 1998 levels
At the  low point in April 2020 global RPKs  we re  down 94% on April 2019

Source : IATA Economics  us ing data from IATA Statis tic s
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Passenger revenues fell $418 billion in 2020
We ak yie lds  cut re ve nue s  more  than pax numbe rs  - back to  1993 le ve ls

Source : IATA Economics , Economic  Pe rformance  of the  Airline  Indus try, De ce mbe r 2020
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Planning for a 
Safe  Re s tart 

 Gove rnme nt Financ ial 
Support

 Es tablis hing ope rational 
re s tart plans  

 Putting tools  in place  to  
manage  ne w COVID-19 
te s ting and vacc ine  
re quire me nts  



Collaboration is critical 
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