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SUMMARY 
 
The purpose of this paper is to outline a CANSO initiative to undertake a 
Middle East Regional Airspace Review (MIDRAR) and to seek the 
support of ICAO and Member States of the Middle East Region. 
 
The scope of the Review will include the researching, planning, 
developing and implementing measurable airspace capacity 
enhancements.  The Review will identify Quick-Wins as well as long-
term aspirations for improved operating efficiencies within the 
homogenous ATM area of the Middle East region. 
 
The success of MIDRAR will be fully dependent on the support of 
ICAO, its member States, Air Navigation Service Providers and Airspace 
Users. In this regard, MIDRAR will seek the cooperation of States and 
Organizations in the sourcing of information, data and other resources 
 

 
 
1. INTRODUCTION 
 
1.1 At the conclusion of the Middle East High Level Meeting on 17th January 2011, 
CANSO issued its “UAE Declaration” – a statement announcing plans to undertake a joint Middle 
East Airspace Study (Review) and develop a coordinated approach to optimizing the region’s airspace 
structure.  A copy of the “UAE Declaration” is shown at Attachment A to this Working Paper. 
 
1.2 The decision taken by the CANSO Middle East membership reflects industry 
concerns over the lack of Airspace capacity to match traffic levels, which are forecast to grow by an 
average rate of 7% within the Middle East region over the next decade. 
 
1.3 As per the terms of the “UAE Declaration”, the deadline for completion of the joint 
Middle East Airspace Study (Review) is January 2012. 
 
1.4 The meeting is requested to note that a Project Leader and Core Team have been 
appointed from within the CANSO membership and that the joint Middle East Airspace Study has 
been re-designated as the “Middle East Regional Airspace Review” (MIDRAR). 
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2. DISCUSSION 
 
The UAE Declaration  
 
2.1 Airspace capacity is an emerging issue in the region as current constraints limit 
capacity and force inefficient routings. The route structure does not currently make use of the 
advanced navigation capability of modern airline fleets. In addition, civil and military airspace sharing 
agreements are needed to better balance airspace distribution. Adding urgency to the situation is the 
fact that Middle Eastern countries plan to spend an estimated $200 billion on new aircraft in the next 
15 years and some $100 billion in infrastructure to meet demand. 
 
2.2 It is the view of CANSO and its membership that airspace capacity enhancements 
should be given high priority in order to reduce flight times, fuel burn and greenhouse gas emissions 
while improving ATM System Safety in a rapidly increasing traffic environment. 
 
2.3 Recognizing the critical role aviation plays in the economic prosperity of the Middle 
East and beyond, leaders from many of the region’s aviation stakeholders, including ANSPs, CAAs, 
airlines, airports, military and Industry bodies such as AACO, IATA, ICAO and JATCA agreed to the 
“UAE Declaration” during the CANSO High Level Meeting in Abu Dhabi on 17th January 2011.1 
 
2.4 The “UAE declaration” was developed by CANSO’s Middle East CEO Coordination 
Committee (MEC3) and recognises the critical role aviation plays in the economic prosperity of the 
Middle East and beyond, while drawing attention o the importance of addressing air transport capacity 
challenges. 
 
Core Team Approach to MIDRAR 
 
2.5 Recognizing the success of other wide-scale ATM implementation programs (e.g. 
EMARSSH, RVSM, and the BOBCAT ATFM system), CANSO has decided to take a “Core Team” 
approach to developing the MIDRAR.  A Project Leader has been appointed and initial appointments 
to the Core Team have been made.  Additional appointments will be made to the Core Team in the 
near future. 
 
2.6 It is proposed that the first full Core Team meeting will be hosted by CARC Jordan in 
Amman on 12th and 13th April 2011, followed by a second planning meeting in Jeddah, Saudi Arabia 
on 4th and 5th May 2011 (immediately after the CANSO Civil Military Cooperation Conference).   
 
2.7 The Core Team will be required to meet on a number of occasions between now and 
January 2012, when the Final Report will be presented to the 4th CANSO Middle East Conference in 
Egypt. 
 
MIDRAR Expectations 
 
2.8 The MIDRAR represents a further step toward improving operational efficiency, and 
safeguarding the economic well-being of the region. It builds on the valuable work already undertaken 
by ICAO and ANSPs by taking a collaborative regional approach to measuring performance, 
identifying areas for improvement, and developing solutions to address the Middle East’s capacity 
challenges. 
 

                                                     
1 Participants of the High Level Meeting included representatives from the following organisations: CAA 
Bahrain, CAA Oman, CAA Syria, CARC Jordan, Dubai Air Navigation Services, GACA Kingdom of Saudi 
Arabia, NANSC Egypt, ADAC, Abu Dhabi Department of Transport (DoT), Dubai Airports, Emirates, Etihad, 
Serco, Iran Airports Company, Royal Jordanian Air force, Saudi Arabian Airlines, AACO, IATA, ICAO, and 
JATCA. 
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2.9 It is expected that the work of MIDRAR will focus the identification and resolution of 
traffic bottlenecks through a range of measures, including the harmonization of separation standards 
based on the MID Region PBN implementation and strategy plan, and the realignment and 
segregation of the ATS routes structures.  Other initiatives designed to open up ATS routes and 
unlock latent airspace capacity will also be examined, as will the potential for civil/military airspace 
sharing through Flexible Use of Airspace (FUA). 
 
2.10 In addition, MIDRAR will consider CNS Systems in support of ATS operating 
efficiencies as well as Human Resources in terms of the provision of efficient ATS within the Region 
(e.g. Controller shortages either now or forecasted). 
 
2.11 MIDRAR will adhere to the project management principles of:  Specific; Measurable; 
Attainable; Relevant; and Timely (SMART). 
 
Cooperation Sought from ICAO, States and Organizations 
 
2.12 The MIDRAR will include a study of the following Flight Information Regions: 

  
 Amman 
 Bahrain 
 Cairo 
 Jeddah 
 Muscat 
 Syria 
 UAE 

 
2.13 Accordingly, the CANSO and the MIDRAR seeks the support of the States and 
Organizations in the sourcing of information, data and other resources, including Specialist input 
where required.   
 
2.14 CANSO and the MIDRAR also seek a commitment from the States and ANSPs to 
fully support the work of the Core Team members (e.g. funding for travel, project work, meetings etc) 
during the period of key activity, from March 2011 to January 2012. 
 
2.15 The purpose of MIDRAR is to deliver on a coordinated approach to optimizing the 
region’s airspace structure as enshrined in the UAE Declaration.  It can only succeed with the full 
cooperation of ICAO, the member States and Industry Organizations. 
 
3. ACTION BY THE MEETING 
 
3.1 The meeting is invited to: 
 

a) consider the issues of Airspace capacity limitations in the light of current 
operations and forecast growth in air traffic – especially by the major Middle East 
carriers over the next 5 years; 
 

b) support the CANSO initiative as per the “UAE Declaration” and the creation of 
the Middle East Regional Airspace Review team (MIDRAR); and 
 

c) provide all assistance to the MIDRAR Team through the designation of focal 
points; the provision of data; information; and other resources as required. 

 
 
 

 
--------------- 



  

 

“Joint Middle East Airspace Study 

to address the region’s capacity challenges”

Participants attending CANSO’s Middle East High Level Meeting, kindly hosted by GCAA in the UAE 
today, recognise that aviation has a key role to play in the continued economic growth of the Middle 
East. The safe, cost-effective, and timely movement of people, goods and services is vital to the region’s 
economic prosperity. However, as demand for air transport rises, air traffic management is facing 
unprecedented capacity challenges. This poses a significant risk to the region’s growth. 

Therefore, participants of the High Level Meeting hereby declare their intention to undertake a Joint 
Middle East Airspace Study to address these capacity challenges, and optimise the region’s airspace 
structure. The scope of the Study will include the researching, planning, developing and implementing 
measurable airspace capacity enhancements.

By implementing these much-needed airspace capacity enhancements, the project will help safeguard 
the economic well-being of the Middle East, and benefit the entire region. 

Participants commit to providing data and lending expert resources to ensure the success of the Project, 
while ANSPs pledge that they will join forces to respond to the needs of airspace users.

The Study is a crucial milestone on the journey towards the ‘RED SEA VISION’ and a joint effort to 
implement the ME 7-Pillar Strategy. 

RED SEA VISION 7 PILLAR STRATEGY

Realise, Enhance, Develop

Seamless, Efficient, Airspace

1. Safety Enhancement

2. Airspace Management

3. Customer Consultation

4. Regional HR Development

5. CNS/ATM Improvement

6. Institutional Transformation

7. Performance-based ANS

The recommendations of the Study will be presented at CANSO’s Middle East Conference in January 
2012, kindly hosted by NANSC Egypt.

civil air navigation services organisation

UAE dECLARATION
CANSO High Level Meeting - 17 January 2011
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