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SUMMARY 

This working paper presents a proposal to request the RDs ESAF and WACAF to establish 

a small Group to work remotely to study the feasibility of combining APIRG and RASG-

AFI into a single entity in the future.  

 

The action by the Meeting is in paragraph 3. 

Strategic 

Objective

s 

This working paper relates to the Strategic Objectives A, B, C and E. 

 

1.  INTRODUCTION  

 

1.1 With the experience gained by hosting the APIRG and RASG AFI back-to-back, the meeting 

agreed that in view of the high number of common areas and subsequent coordination layers, it may 

be necessary to establish a small group to study the feasibility of combining APIRG and RASG-AFI 

into a single entity in the future, as discussed in 2019 during APIRG/22. The meeting recalled that this 

is case of the NAT/SPG, and the EANPG and RASG-EUR followed a similar process with the 

establishment of the EASPG. 

 

2. DISCUSSION 

 

2.1 The meeting recalled that the Council established Terms of Reference serve as a global basis 

for PIRG/RASG operations which may be further expanded by each PIRG/RASG, as required, to 

maintain the flexibility and efficiency of their work.  
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2.2 The meeting recalled that if additional terms of reference are adopted by a PIRG/RASG it must 

be approved by the President of the Council and be included in the relevant PIRG/RASG Handbooks 

as a PIRG/RASG specific supplement.  

 

2.3 It is proposed that a small group consisting of PIRG and RASG members will work remotely 

under the leadership of the PIRG and RASG Secretary and in close coordination with the Chairpersons 

to study the feasibility of combining APIRG and RASG-AFI and submit their findings to the next 

meeting of the groups for consideration, through the APCC and RASC. 

 

2.4 The Meeting agreed that should this be feasible, the soonest it can be introduced will be at 

APIRG/27 and RASG-AFI/10 in November/December 2024. 

 

THE MEETING IS INVITED TO:  

Request the RD’s ESAF and WACAF to establish a small Group to work remotely study the 

feasibility of combining APIRG and RASG-AFI into a single entity to be considered by the APCC 

and RASC in July 2023 and report to APIRG/26 and RASG-AFI/9 in November/December 2023 for 

consideration. 

 

Draft Decision 

 

Agenda Items Draft Conclusion 

/Decision Reference 

Title of 

Conclusion 

/Decision 

Text 

Agenda Item 4 

 DEC/XXX RD EASF and RD 

WACAF to 

establish a small 

Group to study 

the feasibility of 

combining 

APIRG and 

RASG-AFI 

The Secretaries of APIRG and 

RASG-AFI to establish a small group 

including the APIRG Chairperson 

and RASG-AFI Chairperson to study 

the feasibility of combining APIRG 

and RASG-AFI into one entity. The 

Group will consider all the options 

available and identify all the actions 

to be taken. The Group will present 

their findings to the next APIRG and 

RASG-AFI meetings through the 

APCC and the RASC, for 

consideration.  

 

 


