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1996—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 104–287 substituted ‘‘Sec-

retary of Transportation’s’’ for ‘‘Secretary’s’’. 

1994—Subsec. (d)(1). Pub. L. 103–429 substituted 

‘‘41731(a)(4)’’ for ‘‘41731(a)(3)’’. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 2003 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 108–176 applicable only to fis-

cal years beginning after Sept. 30, 2003, except as other-

wise specifically provided, see section 3 of Pub. L. 

108–176, set out as a note under section 106 of this title. 

EFFECTIVE DATE 

Section 207(d) of Pub. L. 103–305 provided that: ‘‘The 

amendments made by this section [enacting this sec-

tion and amending section 46301 of this title] shall take 

effect on February 1, 1995.’’ 

§ 41720. Joint venture agreements 

(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this section, the following 
definitions apply: 

(1) JOINT VENTURE AGREEMENT.—The term 
‘‘joint venture agreement’’ means an agree-
ment between two or more major air carriers 
on or after January 1, 1998, with regard to (A) 
code-sharing, blocked-space arrangements, 
long-term wet leases (as defined in section 
207.1 of title 14, Code of Federal Regulations) 
of a substantial number (as defined by the Sec-
retary by regulation) of aircraft, or frequent 
flyer programs, or (B) any other cooperative 
working arrangement (as defined by the Sec-
retary by regulation) between 2 or more major 
air carriers that affects more than 15 percent 
of the total number of available seat miles of-
fered by the major air carriers. 

(2) MAJOR AIR CARRIER.—The term ‘‘major 
air carrier’’ means a passenger air carrier that 
is certificated under chapter 411 of this title 
and included in Carrier Group III under cri-
teria contained in section 04 of part 241 of title 
14, Code of Federal Regulations. 

(b) SUBMISSION OF JOINT VENTURE AGREE-
MENT.—At least 30 days before a joint venture 
agreement may take effect, each of the major 
air carriers that entered into the agreement 
shall submit to the Secretary— 

(1) a complete copy of the joint venture 
agreement and all related agreements; and 

(2) other information and documentary ma-
terial that the Secretary may require by regu-
lation. 

(c) EXTENSION OF WAITING PERIOD.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary may extend 

the 30-day period referred to in subsection (b) 
until— 

(A) in the case of a joint venture agree-
ment with regard to code-sharing, the 150th 
day following the last day of such period; 
and 

(B) in the case of any other joint venture 
agreement, the 60th day following the last 
day of such period. 

(2) PUBLICATION OF REASONS FOR EXTENSION.— 
If the Secretary extends the 30-day period re-
ferred to in subsection (b), the Secretary shall 
publish in the Federal Register the Sec-
retary’s reasons for making the extension. 

(d) TERMINATION OF WAITING PERIOD.—At any 
time after the date of submission of a joint ven-
ture agreement under subsection (b), the Sec-

retary may terminate the waiting periods re-
ferred to in subsections (b) and (c) with respect 
to the agreement. 

(e) REGULATIONS.—The effectiveness of a joint 
venture agreement may not be delayed due to 
any failure of the Secretary to issue regulations 
to carry out this section. 

(f) MEMORANDUM TO PREVENT DUPLICATIVE RE-
VIEWS.—Promptly after the date of enactment of 
this section, the Secretary shall consult with 
the Assistant Attorney General of the Antitrust 
Division of the Department of Justice in order 
to establish, through a written memorandum of 
understanding, preclearance procedures to pre-
vent unnecessary duplication of effort by the 
Secretary and the Assistant Attorney General 
under this section and the antitrust laws of the 
United States, respectively. 

(g) PRIOR AGREEMENTS.—With respect to a 
joint venture agreement entered into before the 
date of enactment of this section as to which 
the Secretary finds that— 

(1) the parties submitted the agreement to 
the Secretary before such date of enactment; 
and 

(2) the parties submitted all information on 
the agreement requested by the Secretary, 

the waiting period described in paragraphs (2) 
and (3) shall begin on the date, as determined by 
the Secretary, on which all such information 
was submitted and end on the last day to which 
the period could be extended under this section. 

(h) LIMITATION ON STATUTORY CONSTRUCTION.— 
The authority granted to the Secretary under 
this section shall not in any way limit the au-
thority of the Attorney General to enforce the 
antitrust laws as defined in the first section of 
the Clayton Act (15 U.S.C. 12). 

(Added Pub. L. 105–277, div. C, title I, § 110(f)(1), 
Oct. 21, 1998, 112 Stat. 2681–588, § 41716; renum-
bered § 41720 and amended Pub. L. 106–181, title 
II, § 231(b)(1), title VII, § 709, Apr. 5, 2000, 114 Stat. 
108, 159.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

The date of enactment of this section, referred to in 

subsecs. (f) and (g), is the date of enactment of Pub. L. 

105–277, which was approved Oct. 21, 1998. 

CODIFICATION 

Pub. L. 105–277, § 110(f)(1), which directed amendment 

of subchapter I of chapter 417 by adding this section at 

the end, without specifying a Code title or Act, was ex-

ecuted by adding this section at the end of this sub-

chapter to reflect the probable intent of Congress. 

AMENDMENTS 

2000—Pub. L. 106–181, § 231(b)(1), renumbered section 

41716 of this title as this section. 
Subsec. (a)(1). Pub. L. 106–181, § 709, substituted ‘‘an 

agreement between two or more major air carriers’’ for 

‘‘an agreement entered into by a major air carrier’’. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 2000 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 106–181 applicable only to fis-

cal years beginning after Sept. 30, 1999, see section 3 of 

Pub. L. 106–181, set out as a note under section 106 of 

this title. 

§ 41721. Reports by carriers on incidents involv-
ing animals during air transport 

(a) IN GENERAL.—An air carrier that provides 
scheduled passenger air transportation shall 
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