
  
 

                                                     

FOURTEENTH MEETING 

SADIS OPERATIONS GROUP 
(Bangkok, Thailand, 15 to 17 July 2009) 

 
EXECUTIVE SUMMARY1

1. INTRODUCTION 

1.1 The fourteenth meeting of the SADIS Operations Group (SADISOPSG/14) was held at 
the Asia and Pacific (APAC) Regional Office, Bangkok, 15 to 17 July 2009.  The meeting was attended 
by eighteen experts from nine States (including the representative of the focal point of the EUR OPMET 
Bulletin Management Group (BMG)) and one international organization (the International Air Transport 
Association (IATA)). 

1.2 The Chairman, Dr. Th. L. van Stijn (Netherlands), presided over the meeting throughout 
its duration. Mr. V. Ahago (Kenya) was elected Vice Chairman. 

2. FOLLOW-UP OF SADISOPSG/13 CONCLUSIONS 

2.1 With regard to the follow-up of the SADISOPSG/13 conclusions, the group noted that 
action had been completed on all the issues except for Conclusion 13/27 related to the future utilization of 
the SADIS satellite bandwidth which was re-instated by the group (Conclusion 14/25). 

3. OPERATION OF THE SADIS 

3.1 With regard to the list of SADIS operational focal points, the group concurred that it 
provided useful contacts for the SADIS Provider State and the ICAO Regional Offices to resolve 
operational issues, and agreed that ICAO should update the list in time for the dispatch of the SADIS 
efficacy questionnaire in December 2009 (Conclusion 14/2). 

3.2 The group reviewed the operation of SADIS during 2008/2009 based on the annual 
management report from the SADIS Provider State and on responses from forty-four States to the annual 
questionnaire on the operational efficacy of the SADIS broadcast.  Concerning the annual questionnaire, 
the group was pleased to note the positive developments that had taken place, in particular the successful 
implementation of the SADIS 2G reception and improvements on the availability of upper-air data in the 
GRIB code form.  The group agreed that the format of the questionnaire should be updated to include 
questions related to the SADIS FTP service in future consultations (Decision 14/3). The group also 
agreed that the SADIS broadcast continued to meet the operational requirements during the period under 
review and that the SADIS Cost Recovery Administrative Group (SCRAG) be informed accordingly 
(Conclusion 14/4). 

3.3 The group reviewed the SADIS inventory for 2009/2010.  In order to ensure that SADIS 
continued to meet the approved operational requirements, amendments to the inventory were made based 
on proposals by the SADIS Provider State.  The updated inventory would be forwarded to the Chairman 
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of SCRAG (Conclusion 14/5). The group noted with some concern the increases in human resources 
included in the SADIS Inventory; however, based on information provided by the SADIS Provider State, 
it concurred that they were in accordance with current and future requirements for the SADIS service 
(Decision 14/6) and requested the Chairman of the SADISOPSG to inform the SCRAG accordingly 
(Conclusion 14/7). 

3.4 To take into account the expansion of the SADIS FTP Service, the group felt that the 
SADIS Agreement should be updated and developed an appropriate draft amendment thereto in view of 
its formal amendment by the SCRAG (Conclusion 14/8).  In order to moderate future increases in States’ 
contributions for the SADIS programme, the group concurred with the SCRAG/9 Meeting that the 
long-term strategy for the SADIS service be thoroughly reviewed in view of finding savings which could 
compensate for the recent cost increases (Conclusion 14/9). 

4. CONTENT OF THE SADIS BROADCAST 

4.1 OPMET information 

4.1.1 The group noted with concern that certain States continued to issue two types of TAF for 
an aerodrome, in contradiction with Annex 3 — Meteorological Service for International Air Navigation ; 
it was therefore agreed that States should be reminded that only one type of TAF is to be issued for 
international aerodromes (Conclusion 14/10). 

4.1.2 Regarding the recurrent requests for the modifications of TAF from the AOP aerodromes, 
it was recalled that such requests should be addressed to the ICAO regional office concerned, since the 
provision of TAF was subject to formal RAN agreement.  Meanwhile, the group reviewed and endorsed 
the proposals made by IATA concerning OPMET information from non-AOP aerodromes and tasked the 
Secretariat to modify the requirements, subject to States’ concurrence (Conclusion 14/11). 

4.1.3 The group endorsed the efforts to complete the harmonization of the SADIS and ISCS 
broadcasts based on Annex 1 to the SADIS User Guide (SUG), as far as the content of OPMET 
information is concerned (Conclusion 14/12). 

4.2 WAFS forecasts 

4.2.1 With regard to Annex 4 to the SUG, listing the WAFS forecasts included in the SADIS 
broadcast, the group endorsed amendments thereto related, inter alia, to the introduction of WAFS 
forecasts in the GRIB 2 code form (Decision 14/13). 

5. DEVELOPMENT OF THE SADIS 

5.1 Report of the SADISOPSG Gateway Development Team 

5.1.1 The group noted that after the implementation of the new TAF code form (comprising the 
addition of the date to the time groups) the SADIS Gateway had received non-compliant TAF which had 
led to problems with the auto-correction functions. To address these problems, the group supported the 
action taken by the SADIS Provider State, i.e. the removal of the auto-correction function 
(Conclusion 14/14). 
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5.2 Report of the SADISOPSG Strategic Assessment Team 

5.2.1 Based on a report provided by the Rapporteur of the SADISOPSG Strategic Assessment 
Team, the group reviewed the content of the strategic assessment tables and requested that ICAO forward 
copies of the tables to the PIRGs concerned so that they may form the basis for the next regional update in 
respect of future SADIS requirements (Conclusion 14/15). 

5.3 Report of the SADISOPSG Technical Developments Team 

5.3.1 The group noted that the issues dealt with by the SADISOPSG Technical Developments 
Team were related to the GRIB2 data transmission trial performed on 29 to 30 April 2009 and to the data 
loss problems experienced with some SADIS 2G users.  With regard to the GRIB 2 data transmission 
trial, the group agreed that the SADIS Provider State should complete the trial of compressed GRIB 2 
coded data by 30 September 2009; it should also present proposals, for endorsement by the 
SADISOPSG/15 Meeting, for further steps in view of introducing the transmission of GRIB 2 coded data 
on the SADIS 2G broadcast, as an operational procedure, with the understanding that the inclusion of 
GRIB 2 forecasts for CB clouds, icing and turbulence would have to be subject to endorsement by the 
WAFSOPSG (Conclusion 14/16). 

5.3.2 Concerning the data losses, the group concluded that, for the time being, the SADIS 
Provider State would not need to take any specific measures; proactive administrative messages in the 
event of a data loss or service outage should continue to be issued, as part of the operational service desk 
procedures (Decision 14/17). 

5.4 SADIS Internet-based FTP Service 

5.4.1 The group was pleased to note that the SADIS FTP Enhanced service had been 
implemented in April 2009.  It invited the SADIS Provider State to proceed with the development of a 
SADIS FTP Secure service which was expected to become operational by November 2010 
(Conclusion 14/18).  To enable the introduction of these services, the SADIS Provider State was invited 
to increase the SADIS FTP Internet bandwidth allocation to 4 Mbps bursting to 8 Mbps between server 
and Internet service provider (with individual client connections guaranteed at 64 kbps, bursting to 
512 kbps), in time for the SADISOPSG/15 Meeting (Conclusion 14/19). 

6. LONG-TERM PLANNING OF SADIS 

6.1.1 The group endorsed the five-year long-term plan for the years 2010 to 2014, based on 
updates by the SADIS Provider State (Decision 14/20). 

7. THE SADIS USER GUIDE 

7.1 The group noted that amendments to the SUG had been made to take into account the 
planned introduction of the WAFS forecasts in the GRIB 2 code form. The group endorsed these changes 
(Decision 14/21). 

8. FUTURE WORK PROGRAMME 

8.1 The group reviewed and updated the deliverables in its work programme for the years 
2009 to 2013 (Decision 14/22). 
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9. ANY OTHER BUSINESS 

9.1 Evaluation of available SADIS workstation software 

9.1.1 The group noted that, by 21 May 2009, eight out of nine listed software vendors on 
http://www.metoffice.gov.uk/sadis/about/manufacturers_full.html had had their software evaluated. 
Of the eight software packages assessed, seven can be considered compliant, providing visualization 
software that could depict global OPMET and WAFS data to the ICAO Standards and requirements. 

9.2 Hardware refresh proposal for SADIS 2G uplink 
infrastructure 

9.2.1 With regard to the need for hardware refresh, the group concurred with the SADIS 
Provider State that it should refresh the SADIS 2G hub equipment at Exeter and Whitehill based on 
simplified topology by 31 December 2009 (Conclusion 14/23). This would lead to reduced support and 
maintenance costs in 2010 onwards. The group also felt that in this context the SADIS Provider State 
should conduct an investigation into the most efficient protocol to transmit SADIS 2G data between the 
Met Office, Exeter and Whitehill uplink facility, considering promulgation of data over IP and increasing 
communication circuits to 128 kbps (Conclusion 14/24). 

 

— END — 
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