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SUMMARY

This paper indicates the current schedule for the implementation of the SADIS Gateway. It also records the continued development of the SADIS Gateway High Level Technical Requirements and the SADIS Gateway Operations Handbook. The former document is complete but the later although substantial progress has been made requires further work especially on the area of 'best practice' for the handling of rejected messages

1.
Introduction

The SADIS Gateway Working Group has continued in its tasks to develop the SADIS Gateway High Level Technical Requirements and the SADIS Gateway Operations Handbook. The closure of the EUR MOTNEG group last year means that the working group now reports solely to the SADISOPSG although it still retains links, by common membership with the Bulletin Management Group (BMG) which now reports to the EUR METG. The working group carried out a review of the auto-correction facilities by correspondence followed by a meeting held during May 2003. This report presents the proceedings of the meeting including the latest versions of both the High Level Technical Requirements document and the draft SADIS Gateway Operations Handbook.

2.
Meeting Report

The Report of the meeting is provided in Attachment 1 to this paper. In summary the paper deals with the following issues: -


a) Schedule for Implementation


The current estimated date for operational service is September 2003. (See section 2 of Attachment 1)

b) Summary of Auto-Correction Review


As a result of the review one requirement was deleted and a number of other requirements were modified in order to ensure that they did not reject or modify correct data. It is worth emphasising again that the auto-correction does not involve any of the meteorological content of the messages, e.g. wind speeds, visibility, cloud groups temperatures, QNHs etc.

 (See section 3 of Attachment 1).

c) Gateway Functional Requirements


A number of minor modifications were carried out to reflect changes introduced by recent activities including, updates to Annex 3, changes to the WMO code forms and the auto-correction review. A detailed list of changes is included in section 4 of Attachment 1. This document is now at Issue 1 and is considered complete. It is possible that further amendments may be required in the future as a result of changes to WMO and ICAO standards or a change in requirements initiated by the SADISOPSG.

d) SADIS Gateway Operations Handbook


The latest issue includes a number of changes that are discussed in detail in section 5 of the report. Of particular note are the proposed SADIS Gateway Monitor messages that will inform users of absent aerodrome report, forecasts or bulletins and the validation rules for various data types.  A provisional list of aerodromes and bulletins to be monitored has also been attached and the criteria for inclusion in the monitoring list. This selection was based on the busiest aerodromes according to recent IATA statistics supplemented by a number of aerodromes from areas not well represented in the busiest aerodrome list. This is very much a provisional document and comment on it is welcome. Problems regarding the non-compliance of some SIGMET formats are also noted.

d) Any Other Business

The meeting discussed segmentation of messages in some detail and came to the conclusion that segmentation was of little impact to SADIS users but of rather more impact to the AFTN users who might receive long alphanumeric messages relayed from a SADIS two-way station.  Another issue raised during the meeting was the 'marking' of messages modified by the Gateway, either by auto-correction or manual intervention. The report, see section 6.2, explains why no such marking is implemented. It also invites the SADISOPSG to make a proposal for a 'marking' scheme, if considered necessary, but warns that there may be a significant cost associated with such a change. 

3.
Future Activities

The report states that the group will carry out the following work in the next 12 months.

(1) Agree a set of ' best practice' for manual correction of data by October 2002 so that it can be applied in the system training prior to the operational introduction of the SADIS Gateway.

(2) Provide Issue 1 of the SADIS Operations Handbook to SADISOPSG/8 including a review of the list of aerodromes and bulletins to be monitored in view of any comments received as result of the presentation of this paper.

4.
Actions by the SADISOPSG

The group is invited to 

a) endorse the SADIS Gateway High-Level Technical Requirements document Issue 1.

b) consider the SADIS Gateway Operations Handbook, draft issue 0.4, and approve further work on it.

c) comment on the issue of marking changes carried out on data passing through the SADIS Gateway.

