
FOLLOW-UP WAFSOPSG/6 
CONCLUSIONS (C) 

 
Status on 3 August 2012 

 
● = action by the Air Navigation Commission 
√ = action completed 
X = action not completed 

 
Note.— No follow-up will be undertaken on the WAFSOPSG decisions. 

No. Title/Action 

Follow-up action 
(target/completion 
date in brackets) 

5/11 
 
 
 
 

√ 

Guidance on the intended use of gridded WAFS forecasts for CB 
clouds, icing and turbulence in flight documentation 
 
That, the WAFC Provider States update the guidance document proposals 
contained in Appendix D to this report, to reflect the expected changes in 
the visualization and to assist in the interpretation of the gridded forecasts, 
in time for the WAFSOPSG/6. 
 
 Note.─ The Secretary will make the draft guidance available on the 
WAFSOPSG website prior to the WAFSOPSG/6 Meeting. 

WAFC Provider States 
 

Update of guidance 
(31 October 2010) 

 
ICAO 

 
Inclusion of guidance 

on the website 
(deferred) 

 
Deferred until visualization 

standards are finalized 
(29 June 2012) 

 
WAFSOPSG/7 WP/10 refers 

6/2 
 

√ 

Amendment to the WAFS-related regional procedures in the 
ANP/FASID 
 
That, the Secretariat forward the WAFS-related regional procedures as 
shown in Appendix B to this report to the ICAO Regional Offices 
concerned for onward transmission to States for comment, as necessary, 
with a view to their prompt inclusion in the ANP/FASID. 

ICAO 
 

Memo to Regional Offices 
containing the updated 

regional procedures 
(21 June 2011) 

6/3 
 

√ 

Amendment to Annex 3 concerning WAFS related issues 
 
That, the proposal to amend Annex 3 given in Appendix C to this report be 
included as part of Amendment 76 to Annex 3. 

ICAO 
 

Preliminary review 
by ANC 

(14 June 2011) 

6/4 
 
 
 
 

√ 

Criteria for the access to the Internet based services (SADIS 
FTP/WIFS) for the Asia and Pacific (APAC) Region 
 
That, the ASIA/PAC Basic ANP and FASID, Volumes I and II be amended 
by the Secretariat in coordination with the WAFC Provider States to clearly 
specify the criteria for the access to the Internet-based services (SADIS 
FTP/WIFS/ Secure SADIS FTP), in light of the global coverage of the 
public Internet. 
 
 Note.— The intent is that the operational access to OPMET data 
(including WAFS) should be through the primary system as defined in 
Appendix D to this report. 

ICAO 
 

Amendment of ASIA/PAC 
Basic ANP and FASID 

(24 February 2012) 
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No. Title/Action 

Follow-up action 
(target/completion 
date in brackets) 

6/5 
 
 
 

√ 

Implementation of enhanced WAFS performance indicators 
 
That, in time for WAFSOPSG/7 meeting, the WAFC Provider States study 
the feasibility of providing the following WAFS performance indicators to 
the WAFSOPSG: 

a) the number of times a complete set of SIGWX BUFR messages were 
not issued by the standard issue time; 

b) the number of times a complete set of SIGWX BUFR messages were 
not issued by the validity time of the data; 

c) the number of invalid or incomplete sets of SIGWX BUFR messages 
transmitted; 

d) the number of times a complete set of GRIB messages was not issued 
by the standard issue time, including the time at which each complete 
GRIB dataset was made available; and 

e) the number of SIGWX correction messages transmitted. 

WAFC Provider States 
 

Study the feasibility of 
providing the WAFS 

performance indicators 
(29 June 2012) 

 
WAFSOPSG/7 WP/16 refers 

6/6 
 
 
 
 
 

√ 

Amendment to Annex 3 concerning the latitude and longitude 
coordinates for the corner WAFS forecasts in chart form 
 
That, the latitude and longitude coordinates for the corners of WAFS 
forecasts in chart form, for fixed areas of coverage as shown in 
Appendix 8, Figures A8-1, A8-2 and A8-3 of Annex 3 be amended to those 
contained in Appendix E to this report. 
 
 Note.— WAFC Provider States are expected to implement changes by 
30 August 2011 in order to harmonize the areas of chart coverage. The 
precise date of the implementation of the changes will be posted on the 
WAFS Change Notification Board on the web page of the WAFSOPSG, 
which was expected to be determined no later than 31 May 2011. 

ICAO 
 

Include draft 
amendment to Annex 3 

(14 June 2011) 

6/7 
 
 
 
 

√ 

Ad hoc working group to consider re-transmission protocols/policies 
for WAFS SIGWX and GRIB2 datasets 
 
That,  

a) an ad hoc working group be established, comprising representatives 
from the WAFC Provider States (WAFC London Rapporteur), 
workstation vendors, IATA, IFALPA, France, Australia and China, to 
determine the need for, and, if appropriate, the subsequent 
protocols/policies necessary to implement re-transmissions of WAFS 
SIGWX and GRIB2 datasets; and 

b) prepare a report for presentation at WAFSOPSG/7 with a view for 
implementation, if endorsed by the group, in Amendment 76 to Annex 
3 (November 2013). 

 Note.— Given that GRIB1 is tentatively scheduled for withdrawal in 
November 2013, it is considered that only re-transmission of GRIB2 
datasets be considered. 

WAFC Provider States, 
IATA, IFALPA, Australia, 

China and France 
 

Determine the need and 
subsequent protocols for 

re-transmission of GRIB2 
(29 June 2012) 

 
WAFSOPSG/7 WP/17 refers 
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Follow-up action 
(target/completion 
date in brackets) 

6/8 
 

√ 

Guidance for handling WAFS SIGWX correction messages 
 
That, the Secretary, in coordination with IATA, IFALPA and the WAFC 
Provider States, provide guidance on requirement to onward-forward 
WAFS SIGWX forecast correction messages to users and report back to 
WAFSOPSG/7 Meeting. 

ICAO, IATA, IFALPA and 
WAFC Provider States 

 
Guidance included on the 

WAFSOPSG web site 
(April 2012) 

 

6/9 
 
 

√ 

Amendment to Annex 3 
 
That, sub-items a) and i) of section 1.2.2 in Appendix 2 of Annex 3 be 
updated to include ‘flight level (FL) 270 (350 hPa) and FL 410 (175 hpa) at 
an appropriate point in the list sequence, and that the update be included in 
Amendment 76 to Annex 3. 

ICAO 
 

Include in draft 
amendment to Annex 3 

(14 June 2011) 

6/10 
 
 

√ 

Prioritization of GRIB2 data over GRIB1 WAFS data 
 
That, with effect from the 1200 UTC data time on  5 July 2012, the WAFC 
Provider States ensure that GRIB2 WAFS datasets be made available 
before GRIB1 WAFS datasets. 
 
 Note.— GRIB2 data will be made available in the timeslots currently 
used by GRIB1, and GRIB1 data will subsequently be made available in the 
timeslots currently used by GRIB2 in accordance to Appendix F to this 
report. 

WAFC Provider States 
 

Implemented prioritization 
(5 July 2012) 

6/11 
 
 

√ 

Proposed re-introduction of surface fronts as an element of WAFS 
SIGWX forecasts in Annex 3 
 
That, an ad hoc working group consisting of WMO (rapporteur), IATA, 
IFALPA, ASECNA, the WAFC Provider States, Australia, Canada and 
France consider the issues surrounding the reinstatement of the requirement 
for surface fronts as an element to be included in WAFS SIGWX forecasts, 
taking into account the rationale, harmonization issues between the 
WAFCs, impact, cost and consistency with the WAFS long-term plan. The 
group should provide a progress report by 31 October 2011 and report back 
to WAFSOPSG/7. 

Australia, Canada, France, 
ASECNA, IATA, IFALPA 

and WMO 
 

Consider issues about the 
reinstating of the 

requirements; 
report to WAFSOPSG/7 

(29 June 2012) 
 

WAFSOPSG/7 WP/23 refers 

6/12 
 

√ 

Guidance on the interpretation of the new gridded WAFS forecasts for 
CB clouds, icing and turbulence 
 
That, to support the operational use of the new gridded WAFS forecasts for 
CB clouds, icing and turbulence, the WAFC Provider States develop 
guidance on the interpretation of the forecasts for presentation to 
WAFSOPSG/7. 

WAFC Provider States 
 

Provide guidance on 
interpretation of the forecasts 

(29 June 2012) 
 

WAFSOPSG/7 WP/14 refers 

6/13 
 

√ 

Training requirements for the new gridded WAFS forecasts for CB 
cloud, icing and turbulence 
 
That, the WAFC Provider States, in time for the WAFSOPSG/7 Meeting, 
review the training requirements for the new gridded WAFS forecasts for 
CB, icing and turbulence in light of the development of updated guidance 
on the interpretation of the forecasts.  

WAFC Provider States 
 

Review the training 
requirements 

(29 June 2012) 
 

WAFSOPSG/7 WP/14 refers 



 4  
 

 

No. Title/Action 
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6/15 
 
 

√ 

Development and use of WAFS gridded forecasts 
 
That, WAFC Provider States be invited to: 

a) pursue further improvement and harmonization of the WAFS gridded 
forecasts for turbulence, icing and CB cloud; and 

b) conduct routine verification of the WAFS gridded forecasts using 
extensive datasets to establish to the extent possible the quality of the 
products in different parts of the world and report back to 
WAFSOPSG/7. 

WAFC Provider States 
 

Pursue further improvement 
and harmonization; conduct 

routine verification and 
report to WAFSOPSG/7 

(29 June 2012) 
 

WAFSOPSG/7 WP/12 and 
WP/15 refer 

6/16 
 
 

√ 

Users requirements concerning WAFS forecasts for icing and 
turbulence 
 
That, the IATA member of the WAFSOPSG be invited to develop, in 
scientific consultation with WMO, a detailed concept of operations 
including operational flight planning requirements for WAFC provision of 
probabilistic forecasts of icing and turbulence expressed in terms of indices 
rather than categories, in time for WAFSOPSG/7 Meeting. 

IATA and WMO 
 

Develop detailed 
concept  of operations 
for WAFC provision 

of probabilistic forecasts 
(29 June 2012) 

 
WAFSOPSG/7 WP/20 refers 

6/18 
 
 
 
 
√ 

Amendment to Annex 3 concerning the removal of trial forecast label 
from the WAFS gridded data sets for CB clouds, icing and turbulence  
 
That, in view of the expected successful harmonization of the WAFS 
gridded data sets for icing, turbulence and CB clouds, and the expected 
positive results of the forthcoming verification of the forecasts at 
WAFSOPSG/7, as well as the provision of updated guidance material on 
the new gridded data, the Note 1 at Paragraph 1.2.2 of Appendix 2 to 
Annex 3 regarding the experimental label “trial forecasts”, be removed as 
part of Amendment 76. 

ICAO 
 

Include in amendment to 
Annex 3 

(14 June 2011) 
 

6/19 
 
 

√ 

Integration of meteorological information within the Global ATM 
operational concept 
 
That, the WAFC Provider States provide an update on developments 
concerning WAFS support required for the integration of meteorological 
information within the global ATM operation concept in time for the 
WAFSOPSG/7 Meeting. 

WAFC Provider States 
 

Provide an update on 
developments 
(29 June 2012) 

 
WAFSOPSG/7 WP/9 refers 

 
 
 
 

— END — 


