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SUMMARY OF ACP WG-M ACTIVITIES SINCE ACP WG-W-1
(Presented by Rapporteur of Working Group M)
	SUMMARY

	This report provides an overview of the activities of ACP Working Group M since first meeting of ACP Working Group of the Whole (WG-W-1).

Action by the ACP is in paragraph ‎3.


1. INTRODUCTION

1.1 This working paper describes the work which has been performed since ACP WG W-1. WG-M has held one meeting since ACP WG W-1. That meeting, WG-M/11, was held in Montréal 31 May to 2 June 2006. The IRIDIUM Subgroup has held 8 meetings. The IRIDIUM Subgroup activities are presented in a separate working paper.
2. activities

2.1 Annex 10 Amendment for Offset Carrier Mode (CLIMAX) operation on DSB-AM VHF channels with 8.33 kHz channel spacing.

2.1.1 A working paper by EUROCONTROL was introduced to the meeting, proposing an amendment to Annex 10 in order to enable offset carrier mode operations within 8.33 kHz channels. A separate working paper will be presented to ACP/1 regarding this issue.

Resolution of the development of AMSS core SARPs and Guidance Material (Manual)
2.1.2 The revised AMS(R)S SARPs were adopted by Council on 26 February 2007 as part of Amendment 82 to Annex 10 – Aeronautical Telecommunications (C-DEC 180-5).  The new SARPs will become applicable on 22 November 2007 and will replace all existing material on AMSS in Annex 10, including guidance material.

2.1.3 The development of technical and implementation manuals is currently being worked on by INMARSAT and MTSAT.  It is foreseen that the draft Manuals will be presented to WG-M in 2007.

Iridium Subgroup

2.1.4 At the time of WG-M/11, the Iridium Subgroup had already held 4 meetings. The Iridium Subgroup provided a status report of its work, and received comments and guidance from the WG-M members, in particular with regards to the introduction of system performance parameters in the technical manual.

2.1.5 It was noted that an accurate validation of the system could relatively easy be accomplished as the system is already fully operational with 150,000 subscribers, 6,000 of which are airframe installations.

2.1.6 At this time the work of the Iridium subgroup has been completed.  See the separate report on the Iridium subgroup activities.

ATN maintenance, review of amendments of Doc. 9705 (source: ACP WG-W)

2.1.7 The maintenance of the ATN documentation was moved to WG-M, given the maturity reached by that material.  As a consequence, the ATN Subgroup (AMSG) has been disbanded.  This new status is planned to take effect after ACP/1.
2.1.8 Updates were brought to the meeting by Eurocontrol, which proposed the deletion of the sections which describes the implementation of CPDLC and renaming the sections which describes Protected Mode CPDLC (PM-CPDLC) to CPDLC, as PM-CPDLC should be the only CPDLC mode supported by the ATN.  It was confirmed at the meeting that FAA agrees to this proposal.  While the meeting agreed with this proposal, the material was not fully mature.  Further work has since been undertaken by WG-N.
VDL Mode-4

2.1.9 Sweden, through the LFB Group, the Swedish Airport and Air Navigation Services is continuing their implementation of VDL Mode-4. A network of 12 VDL Mode 4 stations is being deployed in Sweden.  This network is expected to be fully operational by end of 2007.  This network will support ADS-B, TIS-B as well as FIS-B and point-to-point communications. The Swedish regulator has recently approved that ADS-B from the VDL Mode 4 system can be included in the ground movement radar system, i.e. merging information from ground radar system with the ADS-B data from aircraft and ground vehicles.  The documentation for VDL Mode-4 is considered relatively mature at this time.
3. ACTION BY THE ACP
3.1 The ACP is invited to review the activities of WG-M and its IRIDIUM subgroup and provide comments.
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