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AERONAUTICAL COMMUNICATIONS PANEL (ACP)
THIRD MEETING OF THE WORKING GROUP OF THE WHOLE

Montreal, Canada 18 – 22 January 2010
	Agenda Item 1:
	Progress of work within ACP WGs F (Frequency), I (IPS) and M (Maintenance)


Working Group – F (Frequency) Summary of Activities

(Presented by Steve Mitchell, ACP WG-F Rapporteur)

	SUMMARY

	This paper presents brief details the activities undertaken by WG-F since the last ACP WGW/2 meeting held from 21-25 April 2008 in Montreal.  WG-F is tasked with addressing all ICAO spectrum management issues including assisting in the development of the ICAO positions for the International Telecommunications Union (ITU) World Radiocommunication Conferences (WRCs) and material for input into various international radio regulatory fora.

	ACTION

	The ACP WGW is invited to note the information presented in this paper and consider any action necessary in order to ensure that Annex 10 ACP spectrum related changes are considered in the most appropriate working group.


1. INTRODUCTION

1.1 In line with the work program detailed for ACP WG-F by ACP/1, WG-F have been progressing their work and have completed a number of tasks successfully since the meeting of ACP WGW/2 held in April 2008.
1.2 WG-F have held 4 meetings since ACP WGW/2 at the following locations and dates:

Montreal, 12-22 May 2008


Montreal, 15-19 September 2008


Montreal, 24 March – 3 April 2009


Bangkok, 10-18 December 2009

Copies of all the WG-F meeting reports can be found on the ACP website.

1.3 During the 2008 meetings WG-F spent a majority of its time assisting in developing the ICAO Position for ITU WRC-11 (now WRC-12).  This was subsequently sent to States for comments later that year with the comments being reviewed and incorporated where necessary, at the March/April 2009.  Approval of the Position was given by the ICAO Council in June 2009.
1.4 In conjunction with completing the development of the ICAO WRC Position, WG-F also reviewed and amended where necessary the ICAO Spectrum Policy Statements.  These were also approved by the ICAO Council in June 2009.
1.5 As part of the ongoing ITU-R preparations for WRC-12, WG-F assisted the Secretariat in developing material that could be considered as contributions to various ITU-R meetings.  Of particular interest to aviation at WRC-12 are agenda items 1.3 (Unmanned Aerial Systems (UAS)), 1.4 (AM(R)S) and 1.7 (AMS(R)S).  Details of all the material developed by WG-F can be found in the individual meeting reports.
1.6 WG-F has also been kept up to date with respect to the ongoing work related to Wireless Avionics Intra-Communications (WAIC).  The concept behind WAIC is that cables on board an aircraft can be replaced with a wireless link as well as additional sensors being made available for functions not currently monitored.  Since some of these links and sensors may directly involve the safety of the aircraft the spectrum used for both on board and off board use may need to be protected as a safety service.  It is expected that an ITU WRC agenda item will be needed at a future WRC in order to address WAIC issues.
1.7 WG-F has also continued to liaise well through the Secretariat with the ICAO Navigation Systems Panel (NSP) Spectrum Sub Group (SSG) on areas where a detailed navigation input is required in order to address external issues such as those in the ITU-R.  Some of these items relate to general liaison statements such as that recently received from the chairman of ITU-R Study Group 4 on Radio Navigation Satellite Service (RNSS) use by ICAO to more detailed study material similar to the work being undertaken in the ITU-R on the sharing of spectrum between MLS and AMS(R)S under consideration for UAS.
1.8 In addition to liaising with the NSP SSG, WG-F at its last meeting in Bangkok, considered and recommended changes to Annex 10 Volume V following a request from ACP WG-M.  This task would normally be addressed directly by WG-M but since the amalgamation of WG-B and WG-M there is now a feeling that frequency expertise that used to be present in WG-B is no longer present in WG-M.  This is an area that needs to be given consideration by the ACP WG-W in order to ensure that Annex 10 ACP spectrum related changes are considered in the most appropriate working group.
1.9 Regarding future meetings of WG-F, since the ICAO Position for WRC-12 has been approved meetings are now being scheduled for the ICAO regional offices in order to gain support for the Position and aviation spectrum management in the region.  The first of these regional meetings was held in Bangkok in December 2009 with the next meetings being scheduled for Mexico City in April 2010 and possibly Cairo in September 2010.
2. ACTION BY THE MEETING
2.1 The ACP WGW is invited to:



a)
Note the information presented in this paper and,



b)
Consider any action necessary in order to ensure that Annex 10 ACP spectrum


related changes are addressed in the most appropriate working group.
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