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AERONAUTICAL COMMUNICATIONS PANEL (ACP)
THIRD MEETING OF THE WORKING GROUP OF THE WHOLE

Montreal, Canada 18 – 22 January 2010
	Agenda Item 4:
	Future Evolution of ground messaging systems, including SWIM


AMHS Community Specification (CS) and AMC update
(Presented by EUROCONTROL)

	SUMMARY

	This information paper provides brief update on the AMHS Community Specification developed by EUROCONTROL and adopted by the European Commission.

The paper also summarizes the activities related with the global AMHS address coordination using the ATS Messaging Management Centre (AMC) developed by EUROCONTROL in cooperation with the ICAO EUR/NAT AFSG.



	


1. AMHS Community Specifcations
1.1 In response to the European Commission request, EUROCONTROL developed specifications for an Air Traffic Services Message Handling System within the European Air Traffic Management Network (EATMN).
1.2 EUROCONTROL was requested to take into account the provisions of the Single European Sky regulations, particularly article 4 of the Interoperability Regulation (EC) 552/2004. Eurocontrol started working on the development of the specifications on the 25th of May 2007 and completed the work on the 30th of October 2009.

1.3 The EC Single Sky Committee at its December 2009 meeting, expressed positive opinion for the publication of the AMHS Community Specification on the Official Journal. The publication is expected to take place within the first quarter of 2010.

1.4 The Specifications developed are consistent with International Civil Aviation Organisation (ICAO) and European standards, and includes mechanisms to ensure an efficient process of update to enable ongoing consistency.

1.5 The specifications can be found at:

http://www.eurocontrol.int/ses/public/standard_page/amhs_spec.html
2. AMC and Global AMHS address management
2.1 A state letter, signed by the Secretary General of ICAO (14 April 2009) was published indicating that In the short to medium term, ICAO will utilize the European ATS Messaging Management Centre (AMC), provided by EUROCONTROL, to coordinate the allocation and management of AMHS addresses.

2.2 To respond to the state letter; EUROCONTROL in coordination with the FAA, the ICAO offices of NAM/CAR/SAM, ASIA/PAC and MID Regions scheduled the following AMC Training Sessions:

· AMC Training for the EUR/NAT Regions (03,04 June 2009, Luxembourg)

· AMC Training for ICAO MID Region (13-15 October 2009, Cairo)

· AMC Training for FAA (02-06 November 2009, Salt Lake City)

· ICAO Seminar on the Implementation of ATN Ground/Ground and Air/Ground Applications and ATS Messaging Management Centre (AMC) User Training Course for the NAM/CAR/SAM Regions (23-27 November 2009, Dominican Republic)

· AMC Training for ASIA/PAC Region (25-26 January 2010, Thailand)

2.3 EUROCONTROL is in contact with the ICAO Nairobi Office in order to schedule an AMC Course for the AFI Region. The trainings scheduled in 2009 were carried out successfully and two remaining regions, i.e.: AFI and ASIA/PAC will be trained in 2010.

2.4 These courses were delivered by EUROCONTROL in the framework of official letters exchanged between EUROCONTROL and ICAO Paris Office for AMC service.
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