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FIRST MEETING OF THE WORKING GROUP OF THE WHOLE

Montreal, Canada 21 – 29 June 2005
	Agenda Item 2:
	ATN Issues


Inter-Regional Coordination on AMHS Deployment
(Presented by John MacBride)

	SUMMARY

	This Information Paper outlines the purpose of the EUR Region’s ATS Messaging Management Centre and encourages other Regions to deploy similar functionality.


	ACTION

	n/a


1. INTRODUCTION

1.1 The EUR Region determined the need for better planning and management of international CIDIN/AFTN Routing changes within the Region and at the Regional boundaries.  To achieve this, and other closely related service management issues, Eurocontrol were asked to provide a CIDIN Management Centre (CMC) to coordinate CIDIN related network management issues.  This facility has now been in place for several years, has proven to be successful and has provided a valuable function in the offline management of the EUR ATS Messaging Environment. 
1.2 Noting the planned migration to AMHS, the EUR Region asked Eurocontrol to augment the CMC with AMHS capabilities.  Eurocontrol has now developed a specification to enhance the CMC to manage the transition to AMHS within the EUR Region.  When it is updated with these extra AMHS-related capabilities the service will be called the ATS Messaging Management Centre (AMC).
2. discussion

2.1 The document describing this additional AMHS capability is referred to as the ATS Messaging Management Manual, where ATS Messaging refers to the integrated, heterogeneous messaging environment made of AFTN, CIDIN and AMHS.

2.2 It identifies two categories of AMHS Off-Line Management Functions; Implementation Support Functions, primarily for States in the process of implementing AMHS; and Operational Functions, in support of States with AMHS in operational service.  The function supported in each case are as follows:

2.2.1 Implementation Support Functions:

	· Download support information
	· Implementation planning

	· AMHS PDR monitoring
	· Helpdesk function

	· Inter-working test support
	· Administrative functions

	· View operational data
	


2.2.2 Operational Functions:

	· Network inventory
	· AMHS user capabilities management

	· Network planning
	· Security management (for future development)

	· Routing management
	· Statistics

	· Address management
	· Support


2.3 The goal of the AMC in which the described functions will be implemented is twofold. First, the AMC will facilitate the transition from CIDIN/AFTN to AMHS, particularly with its routing management function.  Second, the AMC will provide new tools in support of AMHS operation, address management and user capabilities management that will serve during transition and in the target AMHS network.

2.4 A recent Planning Group Meeting of the EUR Aeronautical Fixed Services Group (AFSG) noted, and was encouraged, that the ASIA/PAC Region was considering introducing a similar AMC-like function within that Region.  That meeting concluded that it would be beneficial if other Regions could also set up AMC-like functions to facilitate timely inter-Regional exchange of AMHS information, e.g. AMHS Address information.  
3. Conclusion
3.1 This Information Paper explained the function of the EUR ATS Messaging Management Centre and encourages other ICAO Regions to consider implementing similar functionality to support the migration to AMHS.
3.2 The EUR ATS Messaging Management Manual is available to other Regions to assist with this process if required.  
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