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Proposal for amending Annex 10, Volume II, Chapter 5, 

Paragraph 5.2.1.7.3.4   Indication of transmitting frequency
1.

Background

1.1

A proposal has been developed by the European Air Navigation Planning Group (EANPG) for a regional supplementary procedure to be applicable in the EUR Region relating to the indication of transmitting frequencies in the VHF band.

1.2

The carriage and operation of radio communications equipment operating in the VHF band capable of 8.33 kHz channel spacing capable became mandatory in the ICAO EUR Region on 7 October 1999 for flights above FL 245. To accommodate this change, the European Regional Supplementary Procedures (SUPPS) (Doc 7030) has been amended, including the relevant procedures related to the indication of transmitting frequencies to be used in radiotelephony (Annex 10, Volume II, Chapter 5, paragraph 5.2.1.7.3.4, Indication of transmitting frequency refers) . 

1.3

 During and after its implementation, operational personel, air traffic controllers and pilots raised concerns about some confusion that had stemmed from the use of the phraseology in airspace where 8.33 kHz channel spacing capable radios were being used. The following illustrates some of the areas where confusion has arisen:

a)
difference between “frequency” and “channel” values;

b)
confusion in when to pronounce four, five or six digits;

c)
confusion in when to add “5” or when to add “0” (e.g. many pilots select 130.055 when instructed to change to 130.05, (where they should have selected 130.050); and

d)
two different types of phraseology in the same airspace

2.

Status of Procedures for Air Navigation Services (PANS) in Annex 10, Volume II.

2.1

The procedures for the identification of transmitting frequencies, as contained in Annex 10, Volume II, have the status of PANS. In this regard it should be noted that the Procedures for Air Navigation Services (PANS) contained in Volume II of Annex 10 do not carry the status afforded to Standards adopted by the Council as Annexes to the Convention and, therefore, do not come within the obligation imposed

by Article 38 of the Convention to notify differences in the event of non-implementation. However, attention of States is drawn to the provisions of Annex 15 related to the publication in their Aeronautical Information Publications of lists of significant differences between their procedures and the related ICAO Procedures. As a result the provisions of these PANS are written as non-mandatory requirements. 

3.

Review by theACP

3.1

Working Group M of the Aeronautical Communications Panel (ACP)

reviewed the proposed regional supplementary procedure, as included in Appendix B tyo the report of  the XXXXXX Meeting of the EANPG (EANPG-XXXXX) and, in principle, agreed with the proposed changes. Working Group M further considered that, rather than developing a Regional Supplementary Procedure, Annex 10 should be amended to remove the confusion and make the amended provisions applicable in those ICAO Regions where 8.33 kHz channel spacing has been introduced. It was further noted that the amendments should also apply to ICAO Regions where, in accordance with the provisions of Annex 10, VDL Mode 3 has been introduced. This would provide for a global harmonization of the identification of the transmitting frequency in these areas. Current practice in ICAO Regions where 25 kHz channel spacing is being used would not be affected by these changes.

4.

The proposed amendments to Annex 10, Volume II, are as follows: 
PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO ANNEX 10, VOLUME II, CHAPTER 5

5.2.1.7.3.4.3 

PANS.— Wherever VHF communications channels are separated by 25 kHz, only the first 5 digits of the six-digit numerical indicator (channel) should be used to identify the transmitting carrier frequency in radiotelephony communications. Not more than two significant digits after the decimal point are used. In the case of both the fifth and the sixth digits of the numerical indicator  being two zeros, only the first four digits may be used.

Note 1.— The following examples illustrate the application of this procedure: 

Channel 
Transmitted as

118.000 
ONE ONE EIGHT DECIMAL ZERO 
118.025 
ONE ONE EIGHT DECIMAL ZERO TWO
118.050
ONE ONE EIGHT DECIMAL ZERO FIVE
118.100
ONE ONE EIGHT DECIMAL ONE
Note 2.--
All six digits may also be used in radio telephony communications, noting that equipment capable of tuning to frequencies with a spacing of 25 kHz only, can only select the first five digits.
5.2.1.7.3.4.4 

PANS.— Wherever VHF communications channels are separated by both 25 kHz and 8.33 kHz or the VDL Mode 3 system is being used, as well as where VHF communications channels are only separated by 8.33 kHz or only the VDL Mode 3 system is being used, all 6 digits of the numerical designator (channel) should be used to identify the transmitting channel in radiotelephony communications.  In the case of both the fifth and the sixth digits of the numerical indIcator being two zeros, only the first four digits may be used
Note 1.— The following examples illustrate the application of this procedure:

Channel 
Transmitted as
118.000
ONE ONE EIGHT DECIMAL ZERO  
118.005 
ONE ONE EIGHT DECIMAL ZERO ZERO FIVE

118.010 
ONE ONE EIGHT DECIMAL ZERO ONE ZERO

118.025 
ONE ONE EIGHT DECIMAL ZERO TWO FIVE

118.030
ONE ONE EIGHT DECIMAL ZERO THREE ZERO
118.100
ONE ONE EIGHT DECIMAL ONE
Note 2.— The numerical designator corresponds to the channel identification in Table 4-1 (bis), Volume V.
Note 3.--
When the aircraft station enters or leaves areas where VHF communication channels are separated by both 25 kHz and 8.33 kHz or the VDL Mode 3 system is being used, as well as ell as where VHF communications channels are only separated by 8.33 kHz or only the VDL Mode 3 system is being used, the aircraft station should be advised accordingly.
