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SUMMARY

This paper provides information on the usage of STDMA/VDL Mode 4 equipment onboard Air Transport aircraft and how co-site interference has effected the pilots operations.  

1 Introduction

The development of VDL Mode 4 has been going on for many years. During these year different research and development programmes have taken place such as the Northern European ADS-B Network programme (NEAN) and its follow-up programme NUP Phase I. Right now the NUP Phase II is also taking place more focusing on operational applications but still using VDL Mode 4 as the enabler.   

To be able to analyse the operational impact of VDL Mode 4 and ADS-B many hours of flight time has been used and this paper summarises in a broad perspective the usage of the Data Link and the installations.

2 Usage of STDMA/VDL Mode 4

Both STDMA and VDL Mode 4 equipment has been installed in different programmes on-board aircraft. Some examples of installations onboard commercial aircraft are:

· Six 747-200 (Lufthansa)

· Four Fokker 28 (SAS) 

· Four DC9 (SAS) 

All these aircraft has been used for European and Asian/Pacific flights. All together they have more than 100.000 flight hours with STDMA and VDL Mode 4 equipment. 

During all this time no report from pilots has been reported with respect to interference problems. 

3 Further actions

The ACP WG-M is invited to take note of the information provided in this Working Paper.
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