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Status of WG-M/19 Amendment Proposals to Annex 10 Vol. II and Doc 9880 Part II regarding AFTN support of messages exceeding usual AFTN capabilities 
(Presented by Michel Solery, France)

	SUMMARY

	During ACP WG/M-19 (Bucharest, 30th May-1st June 2012), two correlated Amendment Proposals were approved by the meeting. One AP applied to Annex 10, and the other applied to Doc 9880 Part II (AMHS). 

These APs aimed at relaxing AFTN constraints regarding message line length, on a local or bilateral basis where possible, in order to more easily support new/amended applications.

So far, the Annex 10 AP has apparently not been integrated in the document, and the associated Doc 9880 AP is pending until publication of Doc 9880 Edition 2. 

This paper is a simple reminder of this task to be progressed towards ACP WGW and subsequent ICAO adoption and publication.

 

	ACTION

	The working group is invited to perform the actions recommended in section 5 of the paper. 


1. INTRODUCTION

1.1 During ACP WG/M-19 (Bucharest, 30th May-1st June 2012), two correlated Amendment Proposals were approved by the meeting. One AP applied to Annex 10, and the other applied to Doc 9880 Part II (AMHS).
1.2 So far, the Annex 10 AP has apparently not been integrated in the document, and the associated Doc 9880 AP is pending until publication of Doc 9880 Edition 2.
1.3 This paper is a simple reminder of this task to be progressed towards ACP WGW and subsequent ICAO adoption and publication.
2. REFERENCES
[1]
ICAO Annex 10, Volume II, incl. Amdt 88-A (applicable 14.11.2013)
[2]
ICAO Document 9880 AN/466 Part II – Ground-ground communications – Air Traffic Services Message Handling Services (ATSMHS)

[3]
ICAO ACP WG-M/19 WP8 – Amendment Proposal (AP) to Annex 10

http://www.icao.int/safety/acp/ACPWGF/ACP-WG-M-19/WP08-WGM-19AmendmentproposalforAnnex10(forme%20WP-WGM-18).doc
[4]
ICAO ACP WG-M/19 WP9 – Amendment Proposal (AP) to Doc9880

http://www.icao.int/safety/acp/ACPWGF/ACP-WG-M-19/WP09%20-%20WGM-19%20Amendment%20proposal%20for%20Doc%209880%20(amended%20WP7%20-%20WGM-18).doc
[5]
Draft Report of ICAO ACP WG-M/19 meeting 

(http://www.icao.int/safety/acp/ACPWGF/ACP-WG-M-19/ACF744.doc
)
[6]
Final Report of EUR ICAO EUR AFSG/18 Meeting

http://www.paris.icao.int/documents_eanpg/show_file.php?id=6721
3. CONTEXT
3.1 During ACP WG/M-19, two correlated Amendment Proposals were approved by the meeting. Both were resulting from enhanced operational requirements from Amendment 1 of PANS ATM (Doc 4444) known as FPL 2012, and to a lesser extent by the aeronautical applications supporting AIS/AIM (Annex 15) and MET (Annex 3). One AP applied to Annex 10, and the other applied to Doc 9880 Part II (AMHS).
3.2 A brief summary of WG-M/19 WP8 (AP to Annex 10, ref. [3]) is as follows: the WP highlighted that the introduction of FPL2012 and of other new/amended applications could affect AFTN messages in three areas where the AFTN message format was strictly constrained:

1. The maximum line length, set to 69 characters;
2. The used character set, limited to a small number of authorised characters (capital letters only, digits and some punctuation characters) listed in Annex 10, Vol. II, 4.1.2;
3. The maximum message text length, set to 1800 characters, and the correlated overall maximum message length (2100 characters).
3.3 Some of these constraints, and particularly the 69 character line length limitation, were due to the historical specification of AFTN using the telegraphic ITA-2 message format. Regarding items 2 (character set) and 3 (text length) above, Annex 10 Vol. II already allowed (by means of Notes) to relax compliance on a local basis, or based on bilateral agreements. However, no such statement existed in Annex 10, Vol. II, allowing to relax the line length requirement in item 1 above. The Amendment proposal aims at inserting a similar Note for this purpose in Annex 10. Furthermore, an equivalent Note was also required to cover messages with a maximum length over 2100 characters, due to a text length exceeding 1800 characters.
3.4 A brief summary of WG-M/19 WP9 (AP to Doc 9880, ref. [4]) is as follows: the WP included a proposed amendment to Doc 9880, Part II (ATSMHS), resulting directly from WP8. The driving factor was that the AFTN/AMHS Gateway, which was specified in Doc 9880, Part II, aimed at interconnecting AMHS with AFTN. Assuming that the constraints applying to the AFTN node to which the Gateway was connected might be relaxed as per WP8, the Gateway specification would also need to be relaxed, so as to avoid that, the Gateway would form a bottleneck between two networks, each of them with higher capabilities.

4. DISCUSSION
4.1 The draft ACP WG/M-19 meeting report states that “[…] the Amendment Proposal would be coordinated with ACP members by electronic correspondence without waiting for a WGW meeting, in order to speed up the adoption process. This was made necessary by the FPL 2012 deadline on November 15th.” (ref. [5], section 5.5). However, this did not occur and the Annex 10 Vol. II modification has not been included in the Annex 10 amendments published since that date (Amendments 87, applicable 15/11/2012 and Amendment 88-A, applicable 14/11/2013).
4.2 Whilst the lack of publication did not affect the global FPL2012 migration on November 15th, 2012, these amendments are still required in support of enhanced aeronautical applications implementing the updated requirements of Annex 15 (AIS/AIM) and Annex 3 (MET). The ICAO EUR Aeronautical Fixed Service Group, who initially submitted the AP, is still awaiting the Amendment to be taken into account by ICAO HQ (ref. [6], section 4.30).
4.3 When the Annex 10 amendment is published, the related Doc 9880 AP must be taken into account in parallel and integrated into Edition 2 of Doc 9880 AN/466 Part II, to ensure synchronisation between both specifications (AFTN in Annex 10 and AFTN/AMHS gateway in Doc 9880).
5. ACTION BY THE MEETING

5.1 The ACP WG-M is invited to note the information provided, and ensure that these APs are adopted by ICAO ACP and integrated into the relevant ICAO publications, i.e. Annex 10 Vol. II and Doc 9880 AN/466 Part II.
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