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          FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

ARINC Successfully Tests the Aeronautical Telecommunication Network

Annapolis, Maryland, U.S.A., March 14, 2001 – ARINC Incorporated announced today that the aviation industry reached another major milestone leading to the deployment of an operational Aeronautical Telecommunication Network (ATN).  Using ARINC’s VHF Digital Link Mode 2 (VDLM2) communications system, controller-pilot data link communication (CPDLC) messages were successfully transferred between Rockwell Collins avionics software in Cedar Rapids, Iowa, and the EUROCONTROL Experimental Centre in Bretigny-sur-Orge, France.  This end-to-end testing is a first of its kind using ATN and the VDLM2 data link technology.  CPDLC benefits the aviation industry by making routine air traffic control communications between the controller and the pilot clearer and more efficient, which will help provide relief to growing air traffic congestion and enhance airline safety.

ARINC, EUROCONTROL, American Airlines, and Rockwell Collins will be demonstrating the benefits of CPDLC in an operational air traffic control environment this year from May through October through the Preliminary EUROCONTROL Test of Air/Ground Data Link (PETAL IIe) demonstrations in Europe’s upper airspace.  This demonstration will be followed by initiation of operational CPDLC service in the United States in 2002 through the Federal Aviation Administration’s CPDLC Build 1 Program in Florida airspace.

-MORE-
ARINC Incorporated develops and operates communications and information processing systems for the aviation and transportation industries and provides systems engineering and integration solutions to the government and the aviation industry.  ARINC is ISO 9001 certified. Founded in 1929 to provide reliable and efficient radio communications for the airlines, ARINC is headquartered in Annapolis, Maryland, with over 3,000 employees worldwide.
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