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The AP addresses the need to align the requirements raised by the FPL2012 amendment in terms of AFTN message formatting with those set out in Annex 10, Vol. II on the same subject.
Through the same proposal, minimum requirements placed on messaging by the emerging concepts of xNOTAM and new OPMET format may also be handled in the short term, in view of AMHS deployment.

	Problem description:
	Beginning in 2012 enhanced operational requirements for the Aeronautical Fixed Service AFS and its network AFTN/CIDIN/AMHS will be set in force by the following events: PANS ATM Amendment 1, XNOTAM, New OPMET message format. The corresponding applications will use the new formats, which have to be transported via the AFS (AFTN/CIDIN/AMHS). Due to the time constraints in availability of a EUR wide (and global) operating AMHS, capable to meet the new requirements, enabling of the AFTN is required, by alleviating some Annex 10 Vol. 2 restrictions mainly deriving from the old “telegraphic” environment. The AP draws the attention on the consequences resulting from the measures (ANNEX 10) to the AFTN/AMHS gateway which are proposed first on Regional level (EUR), but necessary to be introduced globally due to the global nature of the issue.

	Background:
	Doc 9880, Part II, para. 4.5.2.2.11 describes the behaviour how to transfer message text from AMHS to AFTN in a AFTN/AMHS Gateway:

The content of the text part of a converted AFTN message shall be derived from the value of the ATSmessage-Text element of the IPM text of the AMHS message, in compliance with the following procedure:

a) conversion of each character which is not in the IA5IRV character repertoire into an IA5IRV character according to the locally defined conversion rules;

b) conversion of each IA5IRV character, if it is in lower case, into the equivalent upper case character;

c) replacement by question-marks (“?”) of all characters or character sequences in the text, if any, of which the use is not authorized in Annex 10, Volume II, 4.1.2;

d) folding of any line longer than 69 characters; and

e) allocation of the result of a) to d) above to the text part of the converted AFTN message.

and 4.5.2.1.7 describes how a AFTN/AMHS Gateway has to handle message text exceeding the message text length =1800 characters:
A message which was not rejected as the result of 4.5.2.1.6 shall be processed in one of three mutually exclusive manners:

a) if the length of the ATS-message-Text element exceeds 1800 characters, and if, due to system resource limitation, the procedure proposed in Annex 10, Volume II, Attachment C cannot be properly achieved by the AFTN/AMHS gateway:

1) rejection of the message for all the message recipients; and

2) generation of a non-delivery report as specified in 4.5.6 with the following elements taking the following abstract-values in all the per-recipient-fields of the report:

i) “unable-to-transfer” for the non-delivery-reason-code;

ii) “content-too-long” for the non-delivery-diagnostic-code; and

iii) “unable to convert to AFTN due to message text length” for the supplementary-information.

b) if the length of the ATS-message-Text element exceeds 1800 characters, and if the procedure proposed in Annex 10, Volume II, Attachment C is applied in the AFTN/AMHS gateway:

1) splitting of the message, internally to the message transfer and control unit, into several messages in accordance with the aforementioned Annex 10 procedure:

i) each of the resulting messages having for conversion purposes the same message transfer envelope, the same IPM Heading and the ATS-message-Header, if present, as the message subject to the splitting; and

ii) only the ATS-message-Text element varying between the different resulting messages; and

2) processing of each of these messages as specified in 4.5.6; or

c) processing as specified in 4.5.2.1.8 if the length of the ATS-message-Text element does not exceed 1800 characters.



	Backwards compatibility:
	Not ensured globally. Either the new requirement could be met and the message can be transferred from AMHS to AFTN or the message will be rejected.

	Amendment Proposal:
	Add a note to 4.5.2.2.11:
Note.- If the capability of the AFTN connected to the AFTN/AMHS Gateway is extended in character set and/or line length then the procedures described in a) – d) shall be suspended or adapted in accordance with the extended AFTN capabilities.

Add a note to 4.5.2.1.7:

Note.- If the capability of the AFTN connected to the AFTN/AMHS Gateway is extended in message text length then the procedures described in a) – c) shall be adapted in accordance with the extended AFTN message text length.
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