APPENDIX E

Exctract from AN-WP/7580

IFALPA

Chapter 4 — Utilisation of frequencies above 30 MHz

Amendments to Volume V, Chapter 4 include provisions that lead to considerable debate and opposition already when 8,33 kHz spacing was introduced. At this time, when our opposition was not effective because we may have recognized some problems too late, we had been assured that our concern regarding the channel designation scheme would be considered in the work related to VDL Mode 3. This does not appear to be the case.

Table 4‑1 (bis) in section 4.1.3 (frequencies used for particular functions) is now further expanded to include channels to be used in VDL Mode 3 operations (e.g. Channels 118 001 ‑ 118 002 ‑ 118 003 ‑ 118 004 for the four available time slots on frequency 118 000 MHz). IFALPA disagrees with this channel‑labelling scheme. 

The Federation is concerned with the indiscriminate use of the terms “frequency” and “channel” throughout ICAO provisions e.g. (revised) paragraph 4.1.2.4 states that “... the publication of the assigned frequency or channel of operation shall conform to the channel contained in Table 4.1 (bis)”.

Although for 25 kHz spaced DSB‑AM channels (only) frequency and‑ channel designation are identical, the table still includes the appropriate channel designation. The question arises whether for the sake of clarity in all publications and in all related text in ICAO and State material, reference should only be made to “channels” and the term “frequency” be used only when referring in fact to the technical frequency itself. If this concept was to be accepted, the words “frequency or” in the text quoted above should be proposed for deletion (“... the publication of the assigned channel of operation shall conform to the channel contained in Table 4.1 (bis)”).

The recent introduction in the Regional RTF procedures to use the keyword “Channel” when instructing aircraft to change to a VHF 8,33 kHz channel, has led to some uncertainty as to whether standard 25 kHz DSB‑AM channels are still indicated without the use of either the words “frequency” or “channel” as shown in Annex 10. Some examples are:

Air Charter 123, change to Montreal Centre ONE TWO FIVE DECIMAL ZERO TWO;

Air Europe 678, change to Maastricht CHANNEL ONE TWO FIVE DECIMAL ZERO THREE ZERO.

SECRETARIAT’S COMMENTS
Since the introduction of 8.33 kHz channel spacing and in connection with the development of the channel labelling scheme for VDL Mode 3, AMCP considered several options to improve the channel labelling scheme. However, it was not possible to introduce a better labelling scheme for both 8.33 kHz channel spacing or VDL Mode 3 that would also be compatible with the current (25 kHz) channel labeling.

With regard to the indiscriminate use of the word channel and frequency, it is noted that for channels with 25 kHz channel spacing, the RF channel is indicated by the carrier frequency (in some cases rounded up to the nearest third decimal). When introducing 8.33 kHz channel spacing, this relation could not be maintained because a different identifier was required for 25 kHz and 8.33 kHz channels which have been allocated the same carrier frequency. The same action was necessary to identify in a unique manner the channels for VDL Mode 3.

Technically, it would be correct if in all cases references to a VHF channel were made by using the word “channel”. However, current practice in aviation is that in most cases the word “frequency” is used. An indiscriminate use of the word frequency does not create any difficulty since the channel identifier is a unique number which is related  as closely as possible to the (carrier) frequency.

The comments by IFALPA on the use of the keyword “CHANNEL” in regional radiotelephony procedures are noted and will be brought to the attention of AMCP.

ACTION PROPOSED
No change.

