1.14 - Unauthorised use of HF AM(R)S

IATA position:

The airlines fully support improving the regulatory provisions to reduce the interference to AM(R)S.

ICAO position:

To support regulatory provisions, actions by administrations, and the implementation of recommended efficient measures and techniques, aimed at reducing this threat to the safety of air operations.

CITEL position:

APT position:

EUROCONTROL - view
Support any measures to remove unauthorized transmissions.  Oppose the reduction of HF AM(R)S band allocation
CEPT position:

CEPT supports the proposals intending to protect aeronautical mobile (R) and maritime mobile services from interferences.

CEPT should carefully consider any proposals seeking to abrogate or postpone the WRC2000 decision making the frequencies 12290 kHz and 16420 kHz exclusive for distress and safety communications. These considerations should also take due account of the results of ITU studies undertaken as a consequence of the deliberations surrounding that decision.

CEPT supports the development and the introduction of digital technology to supplement or replace existing analogue technology in the maritime MF and HF bands. Consideration should be given to the deletion of those items of the Radio Regulations dealing with Morse telegraphy in the bands between 1605 and 27500 kHz (i.e. relevant parts of Article S52 and of App S17) and making a provision for the use of the existing Morse telegraphy frequencies for digital transmissions.
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preliminary 

Canada is concerned with interference in these bands. Consideration will need to be given to studies to be produced by the ITU-R regarding this matter with a view to modifying the Regulations where appropriate. Furthermore, consideration will also need to be given to the increased use of digital telecommunications technologies and how best to accommodate this through changes to Article S52 and Appendix S17.  With respect to actions to be undertaken by Resolution 350, Canada does not use the noted frequencies at this time, however will continue to monitor developments in the ITU-R.
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The U.S. will consider ITU-R studies in response to Resolution 350 regarding the geographical distribution and level of interference in these bands with a view to identifying the possible causes of any interference and alternative solutions. The U.S. will consider modifying the Regulations where appropriate and consider any other actions that may be needed to enforce the current provisions of the Radio Regulations. Furthermore, consideration will also need to be given to the increased use of digital telecommunications technologies and how best to accommodate this through changes to Article S52 and Appendix S17.

The U.S. will continue to monitor developments in the ITU-R regarding interference to 12 290 kHz and16 420 kHz (Resolution 350). The results of interference studies will be used as a basis to determine if it is necessary to prohibit routine calling on HF frequencies that are used in the GMDSS for distress and safety traffic by radiotelephone and are presently allocated for distress, safety and calling. Removal of the calling function on 31 December 2003 presents potential difficulty in establishing unscheduled initial contacts to and from ships.

The U.S. also supports permitting DSC routine calling on DSC distress and safety calling frequencies by ships when attempting to communicate with other ships known to be in their area but outside VHF. The aviation community is best suited for addressing any HF interference mitigation solutions. No regulatory changes to the ITU radio regulations are necessary at this time. Any proposed solutions affecting technical characteristics of currently used equipment and solely aimed at mitigating the effects of interference must be carefully assessed by maritime and civil aviation as to their affect on internationally agreed standards, and to their practical effectiveness in both the short and the long term. Enforcement of existing regulatory provisions, cooperative action by administrations, and the implementation of recommended measures and techniques, aimed at reducing this threat to the safety of air and maritime operations is necessary to help mitigate the occurrences of harmful interference on these safety communication channels. (May 21, 2001)
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