Draft CEPT Brief on Agenda item 1.1

Agenda item 1.1: Requests from administrations to delete their country footnotes or to have their country name deleted  from footnotes, if no longer required, in accordance with Resolution 26 (Rev. WRC-97) 

Issue

Footnotes form an integral part of the Table of Frequency Allocations (Article S5) in the ITU‑R Radio Regulations (RR). Footnotes are adopted by competent world radioconferen-ces and any addition, modification or deletion of a footnote is considered and adopted by the competent conference. Footnotes in the Table of Frequency Allocations should be clear, concise and understandable. They should relate directly to matters of frequency allocations rather dealing with the operation of stations, assignment of frequencies or other matters. The Table of Frequency Allocations should include only those footnotes which have international implications for the use of the radio-frequency spectrum. Footnotes have to be kept updated.

Preliminary CEPT position

CEPT supports administrations taking the initiative to review their footnotes and to propose the deletion of their country names or the deletion of country footnotes, if no longer required. 

Background

The examination of footnotes as expressed in agenda item 1.1 is a standing item on the agenda of WRCs. This item only comprises the deletion of country footnotes or country names from footnotes. However, proposals for new footnotes or modifications of existing footnotes could exceptionally be considered by a WRC under special circumstances. 

With regard to a global harmonisation of spectrum usage footnotes referring to national issues should be avoided.

Actions to be taken

In line with the agenda item 1.1 the CEPT administrations should critically examine their country footnotes in the view whether they are still necessary in the existing form and to propose the deletion of their country footnotes or of their country names from footnotes, as appropriate. 

In order to support this activity WG FM has asked the ERO to provide it for every CEPT member country with a list of those country footnotes which are not mentioned in the ECA (Report 25) under the column ‘European Common Allocation’.
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