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SUMMARY

This document presents the Working Party 8B studies related to the technical and operational issues to permit the use of the band 108-117.975 MHz for the transmission of radionavigation satellite differential correction signals by ICAO standard ground-based systems.
1.
Introduction

1.1
Agenda item 1.28 of the 2003 World Radiocommunication Conference (WRC-03) addresses modifying the Radio Regulations “to permit the use of the band 108-117.975 MHz for the transmission of radionavigation satellite differential correction signals by ICAO standard ground-based systems”.  As a result, Working Party 8B (WP8B) of Study Group 8 of the International Telecommunication Union – Radiocommunication Bureau has been tasked with studies related to the technical and operational issues of such a change.


2.

Discussion

2.1 To support these WP8B studies, the Global Navigation Satellite System Panel (GNSSP) Spectrum Subgroup is in the process of drafting a paper that addresses expected technical and operational issues.  This paper will be presented to a future meeting of AMCP WG-F to allow for its inclusion in the ICAO inputs to subsequent WP8B meetings.  In particular, four areas will be explored:

1. To show that Ground Based Augmentation Service (GBAS) avionics will place no additional restrictions on FM broadcast stations operating in the 88-108 MHz band above those that would be required for a similar VOR or ILS installation,

2. To show that the GBAS transmitter meets the spurious emission requirements of the Radio Regulations,

3. To show that the GBAS is compatible with existing uses of the 108-117.975 MHz band via suitable frequency planning criteria, and

4. To show that the GBAS is compatible with adjacent band systems.
2.2
As the 108-117.975 MHz and 118-137 MHz bands are worldwide aeronautical bands, it is expected that most objections that arise would come from proponents of adjacent-band broadcast services.  Spectrum Subgroup activity is focused therefore on satisfying that community.
3.

Recommendation

3.1

The Working Group is invited to note this effort on the part of the GNSSP Spectrum Subgroup, and to consider whether additional studies may be warranted to progress Agenda Item 1.28.  If such studies are identified, the Secretariat is requested to liaise with the GNSSP to ensure all issues are addressed.
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