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AAC. 
Aeronautical administrative communications 

ACAS. 
Airborne collision avoidance system

ADF. 
Automatic direction finder

ADL. 
Aeronautical data link

ADS. 
Automatic dependent surveil​lance

ADS‑B. 
Automatic dependent  surveil​lance‑broadcast

ADSP. 
Automatic Dependent  Surveil​lance Panel (ICAO)

ALS. 
Airfield landing system
AMCP. 
Aeronautical Mobile Commu​ni​cations Panel (ICAO)

AM(R)S. 
Aeronautical mobile (route) service (ITU)

AMS(R)S. 
Aeronautical mobile-satellite (route) service (ITU)

AMSS. 
Aeronautical mobile‑satellite service (ITU)

AOC. 
Aeronautical operational control

APC. 
Aeronautical passenger  com​muni​cations

APT

Asia-Pacific Telecommunity

ARINC. 
Aeronautical Radio Incor​porated (US)

ARN. 
Aeronautical radionavigation

ARNS. 
Aeronautical radio navigation service (ITU)

ASR. 
Airport surveillance radar 

ASDE. 
Airport surface detection equip​ment

ATC. 
Air traffic control

ATM. 
Air traffic management

ATS. 
Air traffic service

ATU

African Telecommunication Union

AWOP. 
All Weather Operations Panel (ICAO)

CAA. 
Civil aviation authority
CAT. 
Category (of landing)

CCIR. 
International Radio Consultative Committee 

CDMA. 
Code division multiple access.

CEPT. 
European Conference for Posts and Telecommunications 

CISPR. 
International Special Committee on Radio Interference.

CITEL. 
Inter‑American Telecommunication Commission 

CNS. 
Communications, navigation, and surveillance

COSPAS. 
Space system for search of vessels in distress

CPM. 
Conference Preparatory Meet​ing (ITU)

DGNSS. 
Differential global navigation satellite system

DGPS. 
Differential global positioning system

DME. 
Distance measuring equipment

DME/P. 
Precision distance measuring equip​ment

DOC. 
Designated operational coverage

DSB. 
Double sideband

DSB‑AM. 
Double sideband‑amplitude modulated

EESS. 
Earth exploration satellite service

EIRP. 
Equivalent isotropic radiated power

ELT. 
Emergency locator transmitter

EMC. 
Electromagnetic compatibility

ENSS. 
European Navigation Satellite System 

EPIRB. 
Emergency position indicat​ing radio beacon (ITU)

ERP. 
Effective radiated power

ETSI. 
European Telecommunication Standards Institute

EUROCAE. 
European Organization for Civil Aviation Equipment

FAA. 

Federal Aviation Administration

FANS. 
Future air navigation systems

FDMA. 
Frequency division multiple access

FIS. 

Flight information services 

FM. 

Frequency modulation

FMS. 

Flight management system

FMSG. 
Frequency Management Study Group (ICAO)

FS. 

Fixed service (ITU)

FSS. 

Fixed satellite service (ITU)

GES. 

Ground earth station (ITU)

GLONASS. 
Global orbiting naviga​tion satellite system

GNE. 
Gross navigation error

GNSS. 
Global navigation satellite system

GMDSS. 
Global maritime distress and safety service 

GNSSP. 
Global Navigation Satellite System Panel (ICAO)

GPS. 

Global positioning system

HF. 

High frequency

HFDL. 
HF data link

IATA. 
International Air Transport Asso​​ciation 

IEC. 

International Electrotechnical Commission

ILS. 

Instrument landing system

IMO. 

International Maritime Organ​iza​tion 

ISM. 

Industrial, scientific and medical

ISS. 

Inter‑satellite service (ITU)

ITU. 

International Telecommunica​tion Union

ITU‑R. 
International Telecommunica​tion Union C Radio Commu​ni​ca​tionSector
JAA. 

Joint Aviation Authorities 

LADGPS. 
Local area differential global positioning system

LEGBAC. 
Limited European Group on Broadcasting Aeronautical Compatibility

MASPS. 
Minimum aviation system per​formance standards

MES. 
Mobile Earth station

MF. 

Medium frequency

MIFR. 
Master International Frequency Register

MLS. 
Microwave landing system

MOPS. 
Minimum operational per​form​ance standards

MOU. 
Memorandum of Understanding

MMS. 
Maritime mobile service (ITU)

MMSS. 
Maritime mobile satellite ser​vice (ITU)

MPR. 
Multi-purpose radar

MPS. 

Minimum performance specification

MSS. 

Mobile satellite service (ITU)

MWARA. 
Major world air route area (Appendix 27)

NAT SPG. 
North Atlantic Systems Planning Group 

NDB. 

Non‑directional beacon

NGSO. 
Non‑geosynchronous orbit

NM. 

Nautical miles

NOTAM. 
Notice to airmen
OR. 

Off‑route

OSI. 

Open system interconnection

PFD. 

Primary flight display
PPS. 

GPS precise positioning service

PRF. 

Pulse repetition frequency

PRFD. 
Pulse repetition frequency discrimination

PRS. 

Primary surveillance radar

R. 


Route (or en‑route)

RAS. 

Radio astronomy service (ITU)

RDARA. 
Regional and domestic air route area (ITU)

RDS. 

Radiodetermination satellite

RDSS. 
Radio determination satellite service (ITU)

RF. 

Radio frequency

RL. 

Radiolocation 

RN. 

Radionavigation

RNS. 

Radionavigation satellite service

RNSS. 
Radionavigation satellite service

RR. 

Radio Regulations (ITU)

RSMS. 
Radar sensing and measurement system

RTCA. 
RTCA Inc.

SARPs. 
Standards and Recommended Practices

SAR. 

Search and rescue

SARSAT. 
Search and rescue satellite-aided tracking system

SATCOM. 
Satellite communications 

SES. 

Satellite earth station (ITU)

SMGCS. 
Surface movement guidance and control system

SNG. 

Satellite news gathering

SP COM/OPS/95. Special Com​munica​tions/Operations Divisional Meet​ing (1995)

SSB. 

Single sideband

SSR. 

Secondary surveillance radar

TACAN. 
Tactical air navigation

TDMA. 
Time‑division multiple access

TSO. 

Technical standard order

UHF. 

Ultra‑high frequency

VDL. 

Very high frequency data link

VDR. 
VHF data radio

VGE. 
Voluntary group of experts

VHF. 

Very high frequency

VLF. 

Very low frequency

VOR. 
VHF omnidirectional range

VSAT. 
Very small aperture terminal 

WAAS. 
Wide area augmentation system

WARC. 
World Administrative Radio Conference (ITU)

WRC. 
World Radiocommunication Con​ference (ITU)





