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5.1ADVANCE \r12ICAO is the United Nations specialized agency with recognized compe​tence in matters related to aviation safety. Under Article 37 of the Convention on Inter​national Civil Aviation, ICAO is empowered to adopt and amend international standards and recommended practices in matters including communications systems and air navigation aids. Under Article 37, the highest practicable degree of unifor​mity is seen as essential to facilitate and improve the safety of air navigation. System characteristics are laid down in Annex 10 to the Convention, which also requires that frequency allocations be worldwide, and preferably also exclusive, so as to ensure interoperability of systems on a global basis.

5.2ADVANCE \r12ICAO is recognized by both States and the ITU as the appropriate body with the competence to coordinate the aeronautical input to ITU discussions on radio frequency spectrum matters. In pursuance of this role, ICAO is accorded observer status at relevant ITU WRCs, and also participates at meetings of the ITU-R study groups, including the Conference Preparatory Meetings which prepare the technical basis for WRCs. The range of this involvement includes aspects of common system technical standards, maximum levels of tolerable interference and measures to control and resolve interference incidents, frequency planning criteria, the preparation of frequency plans, and distress and safety procedures. The outcome of these discussions normally results in material being incorporated in the ITU Radio Regulations or in ITU‑R Recommendations, and subsequently being applied through national regulation by national telecommunications authorities.

5.3ADVANCE \r12Within ICAO, the necessary activity to support these ITU‑generated functions exists at two levels:

a)
at the worldwide level, through discussions at the Air Navigation Commission, with the assistance of AMCP working group F and the GNSS panel,  to prepare the coordinated ICAO policies, spectrum estimates and technical inputs for ITU conferences and ITU-R study groups. The ICAO policy statements and the ICAO position for WRCs are approved by Council. 
b)
at the regional level, through coordination of frequency plans with States, using agreed ICAO planning criteria, by the ICAO Regional Offices.

5.4ADVANCE \r12 Aviation delegates are generally included in States= delegations to ITU conferences where they have the important role of safeguarding the aviation position during the conference discus​sions. States= cooperation in this supporting role is an important factor in securing the aviation requirements.

5.5ADVANCE \r12The twoto-three year cycle for ITU WRCs has entailed the use of a rolling plan of events to develop the ICAO position on the conference agenda in the same time pattern. This process has been incorporated in Attachment D to this handbook.

5.6ADVANCE \r12 This handbook, which is updated through a rolling system of amendment action, provides the record of agreed ICAO policies.

5.7ADVANCE \r12Relation between the radio regulatory activities and those of ICAO/Civil Aviation Administrations (CAAs) is given in Figure 5-1.


5.8

A strategy to improve State's support to the ICAO position at WRC's has been approved by Council. This strategy is at Appendix E


5.9

The ICAO position for WRC-2003, as approved by Council on 22 June 2001, is at Appendix F. This ICAO position will be submitted in due course to the WRC-2003.
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Figure 5-1.  Frequency management institutional relationships
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