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SUMMARY

This document describes 5 false RAs that occurred at the same time as Personal Electronic Devices (PEDs) were in use on board the aircraft.  This is seen in the context of 458 false RAs during 10 years of ACAS monitoring, covering nearly 11000 events.

 The European ACAS monitoring database contains details of about 11000 reported events.  Of these, 458 were identified as false RAs.  66 of the false RAs could be identified as suppression bus problems.  Of the remaining 394 events, 4 had pilot or controller reports that indicated a Personal Electronic Device (PED) as being a possible cause of the incident.  One report was of an electronic pulse from on-board – which might or might not be attributed to a PED.

The significant part of the reports are tabled below:

	Event
	Date
	Report

	4126
	8/9/96
	Aircraft reported RA to climb when passing FL264 whilst climbing to FL330.  Indicated conflict as 400ft below.  Later reported NINTENDO game in use.



	4463
	4/15/96
	Conflicting traffic showed FL349 for circa 6secs; immediate climb to FL355 was initiated, ATC informed; ATC stated only one traffic at FL310 in the vicinity ---> return to FL350. At 15:40 o'clock same alert - no actions, at 15:45 C/A informed us that one PAX was playing with his game boy !!! disregarding advice given before T/O.



	4634
	10/10/97
	TCAS descent, pilot reported traffic moving from 5 o'clock to 10 o'clock at FL260 but there was no traffic in vicinity.  When later asked, the pilot believed it was an electronic pulse from on board !



	4712
	10/19/97
	False alert. TA + RA were false because the cabin staff found a mobile phone in stand-by mode.



	7115
	6/12/99
	Passenger working on laptop. No CD-ROM or something else. Nuisance RA




Interestingly, all the reports seem to be from quite some time ago.  No such report has been received since June 1999.

