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WP/01

Agenda item 1: Introduction to ITU and the WRC Process
Outcome of AFI APIRG/17 and APIRG Communications, Navigation, Surveillance Sub Group Fourth (CNS/SG/4) meetings on preparatory activities for ITU World Radiocommunication Conference 2012 (WRC-2012) and spectrum Management.
(Presented by the Secretariat)

	SUMMARY

	This working paper presents the outcome of AFI APIRG/17 and APIRG Communications, Navigation, Surveillance Sub Group Fourth (CNS/SG/4) meetings on preparatory activities for ITU World Radiocommunication Conference 2012 (WRC-2012) and spectrum Management.

	Action by the meeting is at paragraph 3.

	References :

Reports on Sp AFI/RAN /8 Meeting; 

Report on APIRG/ 17 Meeting;
Summary of Conclusion APIRG Communications, Navigation, Surveillance Sub Group Fourth (CNS/SG/4) 
Note: AFI References can be downloaded from www.icao.int/wacaf.



	Related ICAO Strategic Objective A: Safety and C: Sustainability Development of Air Transport
Related ICAO Global Plan initiative GPI 23: Aeronautical Radio Spectrum


1. INTRODUCTION 

1.1 The Sixteenth meeting of the AFI Planning and Implementation Regional Group (APIRG/16) in Rubavu, Rwanda, 19-23 November 2007 examined amongst all the report on the third meeting of APIRG Communications, Navigation and  Surveillance Sub Group (CNS/SG/3) pertaining to the activities on Frequency Management in AFI Region and noted with satisfaction the outcome of the International Telecommunication Union (ITU) World Radio Communication Conference 2007 (WRC07) (Geneva, Switzerland, 23 October – 16 November 2007) on issues of critical interest to civil aviation. 
1.2  It commended the efforts made by States and international/regional organizations to participate in related preparatory activities at the national/regional level, including seminars and workshops, and to include aviation personnel in their delegations at WRC07, which contributed to the success of the conference for civil aviation. In particular, the meeting was reminded on the provision of Recommendation 724 (WRC-07)- Use by civil aviation of frequency allocations on a primary basis to the fixed-satellite service- that was developed with the support of AFI States to assist developing countries for the provision of reliable communication for civil aviation.
2. DISCUSSION

2.1
The 17th Meeting of the AFI Planning and Implementation Regional Group (APIRG/17) held in Ouagadougou, Burkina Faso from 1 to 6 August 2010 after endorsed the Terms of Reference Composition and Work programme of the AFI Frequency Management Group (AFI/FMG) developed by the third meeting of the APIRG Communication, Navigation and Surveillance Sub Group (CNS/SG/3 Nairobi, Kenya, 26-30 April 2010) and took five conclusions pertaining to aeronautical frequency management and tasked AFI/FMG to develop and conduct these activities in the frame of ICAO policy in the matter of optimum usage of aeronautical frequency and spectrum management.. 

The status of implementation of these conclusions is in Attachment A. 
2.2
The fourth meeting of the AFI Planning and Implementation Regional Group (APIRG) Communication, Navigation and Surveillance Sub Group (CNS-SG/4) examined and approved the  outcome of the second meeting of the AFI Frequency management Group held in Dakar from 18 to 19 April 2011. 
The meeting also endorsed the Action Plan of AFI derived from the AFI FMG second meeting as presented at Attachment B. 
This Plan is aiming to developing and conducting the near terms actions in preparation of WRC 12 as well as the strategic actions to reinforce the mechanisms of a sustainable provision, the optimum usage and protection of the aeronautical frequency spectrum within the region.
3.

Action by the meeting
The meeting is invited to:
a) Take note of the information related to the activities of the outcome of APIRG and  CNS SG meetings pertaining to aeronautical spectrum given above;
b) Comment the various proposals contained in the outcome of AFI/FMG/2 and;
c) Take the appropriate recommendation aiming to reinforcing the activities of  ICAO APIRG AFI/FMG

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 
ATTACHMENT A
STATUS OF IMPLEMENTATION OF APIRG CONCLUSIONS PERTAINING TO AERONAUTICAL FREQUENCY SPECTRUM
	Ref.
	N°
	Conclusion
	Deliverables
	Status of implementation
	Target Date

	GPI 23
	Conclusion 17/34
 ICAO Position for the ITU WRC-2012


	That, States and Air Navigation Service Providers (ANSPS):
a)
Continue their efforts on implementation of the relevant elements of ICAO Assembly Resolution A32-13 and in particular, participate in the preparatory work of the ITU and the 
ATU for WRC; and 

b)
Continue to assign high priority to the tasks relating to the protection and availability of Radio frequency spectrum allocated to aeronautical services and in particular, actively participate in the relevant activities of the ITU-R and ATU. 


	Promote the participation of CAA in the national and regional preparatory meetings for WRC 12
Promote the protection of radiofrequency spectrum allocated  to aeronautical services
	States convened to attend ICAO and ATU meetings;
Regional Seminar organized with ANSPs (ASECNA)
	On-going

	GPI 23
	Conclusion 17/35 Deletion of Footnotes 5.330, 5.362B and 5.362C


	That, States with footnotes at 5.330, 5.362B and 5.362C be urged to contact their spectrum regulators to delete theses footnotes.


	Ensure the protection of aeronautical radionavigation service from harmful interferences by effective deletion of footnotes 5.330, 5.362B and 5.362C that can
	States and ATU sensitized 
	On-going

	GPI 23
	Conclusion 17/36 

Registration of Operational Frequencies


	That, States which have not formally registered their operational frequencies take the necessary steps to register their operational frequencies with their Telecommunication Regulatory Authorities.

	Ensure the protection of the operational aeronautical frequencies by their registration by the Telecommunication Regulatory Authority
	States and ATU sensitized 
	On-going

	GPI 23
	Conclusion 17/37

 Follow –Up of AFI/FMG Action Plan


	That:

a) The following States should follow up on ITU WRC-12 Agenda items and report to AFI/FMG:

· South Africa: Agenda item 1.7;

· Ghana: Agenda item 1.3; 

· Kenya: Agenda item 1.4; and

b) The AFI/FMG rapporteur (ASECNA) coordinates and follows up   the AFI/FMG action plan and report to the CNS Sub-group.

	Ensure an efficient follow up of the agenda items with  issues important to civil aviation and update AFI strategy for WRC 12

Ensure AFI States support to ICAO at ITU meetings
	Assigned tasks conducted by nominated states
	On-going

	GP1 23
	Conclusion 17/38 

Non-Application of Charges for the Utilization of Aeronautical Frequencies Spectrum


	That, AFI States refrain from subjecting Air Navigation Service Providers to charges for the utilization of Aeronautical Frequencies Spectrum, including aeronautical communications supported by VSAT Stations


	Ensure a free of charge usage of the frequency spectrum allocate to aeronautical services
	States and ATU sensitized
	On-going


ATTACHMENT B

Status of Implementation of the Action Plan of the AFI Frequency Management Group
	N°
	Action
	By 
	deadline
	Status of implementation
	Remarks

	Concl. 2/02
	Development  the Terms of Reference for the Rapporteur of the AFI Frequency Management Group
	Secretariat
	End of June 2011
	Canceled
	

	Concl.  2/02
	Allocation of necessary resources to ensure that the designated Officer is available to participate in all activities of relevance to his/her mandate
	AECNA
	Continuous
	Ongoing 
	

	Concl. 2/03
	Establishment of national regulatory provisions to  protect the use of Fixed Satellite Service (FSS) for the provision of aeronautical telecommunications services
	States/ICAO
	12/011
	To be promoted
	

	Concl. 2/04
	Development of a model of a national coordination framework to facilitate efficient dialogue between appropriate authorities and resolution of issues related to the provision, the optimum operation and protection of aeronautical telecommunications spectrum,
	States/ICAO
	12/011
	Ongoing State sensitized
	

	Concl. 2/05
	Survey on AFI States policies and regulations pertaining to aeronautical telecommunications, and  determination of  areas of required assistance by AFI /FMG
	ICAO
	12/011
	To be promoted
	

	Concl. 2/07
	Coordination of trials on HF Propagation forecast with all States within the same frequencies allotment areas defined in AFI FASID Chart CNS 2.
	States/ANSPs
	Continuous
	To be organized
	

	Concl. 2/08
	Organization of regional workshops/seminars on the RCP concept (Doc 9869) as called for by APIRG Conclusion 17/26 to facilitate its implementation by AFI
	ICAO
	Year 2012
	To be organized
	

	Concl. 2/09 & 10
	Review and update AFI  database COM Lists 


	States/ICAO
	12/011
	Ongoing State sensitized
	

	Concl. 2/09
	Finalization and maintenance of  the Frequency Assignment Planning Software
	States/ICAO
	Year 2012
	To be organized
	

	Concl. 2/12
	Coordination between States and stakeholders for the  development of regional strategies, 
	States/ICAO
	12/11
	Ongoing State sensitized
	

	Concl. 2/14
	Development of specifications and criteria for software integrity validation
	Rapporteur

Cameroon, Ghana, Morocco, Rwanda and South Africa
	Year 2012
	To be developed
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