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Aeronautical Mobile Communications Panel

WORKING GROUP F 

Bangkok, 5 to 14 May 1999
1.

Introduction

1.1.

The second meeting of AMCP Working Group F was held in Bangkok from 5 to 14 May 1999. The Rapporteur of the meeting was Mr. S. Mitchell from the United Kingdom. The Agenda of the meeting is at Appendix A, the list of participants is contained in Appendix B and the list of working papers is at Appendix E.

2.

Agenda Item 1 & 2: Introduction and Meeting Arrangements
2.1.

The opening welcome was given by Mr. K. P. Rimal, Regional Officer, CNS, ICAO Bangkok Office who explained the administrative and domestic arrangements for the meeting.

2.2.

The opening of the meeting was made by the Rapporteur where it was explained, for the newcomers to the group, that the reason for moving this group around the ICAO regional offices was to allow participation by experts who would not normally be in a position to attend outside their Regions.  After introduction of participants, discussion on working arrangements and agreement of the Agenda, the meeting continued with the remaining Agenda items.

3.

Agenda Item 3: United Airlines Presentation – Preserving the FANS vision: An airline






 perspective

3.1.

The United Airlines representative Mr. J. J. Miller gave a presentation (IP/2).  It was explained how beneficial to airlines free flight is and that the whole FANS concept relies on adequate spectrum being available particularly for satellite communications and navigation.

3.2.

During the following discussions, United Airlines stated that the Multi Mode Receiver (MMR) idea seemed to be the way forward and that there were still some questions to be answered regarding the proposed GPS L5 frequency.  Further discussion on L5 can be found under Agenda item 7.

4.

Agenda Item 4: Review of comments from States on draft ICAO position for the ITU

World Radiocommunication Conference 2000 (WRC-2000)

4.1.

The meeting reviewed 2 documents relating to the draft ICAO position:

i) WP 10 – addressing developments that had taken place since the drafting of the ICAO position but which now needed to be reflected in the position;

ii) WP 23 – presenting the comments from States on the draft position and which needed reviewing.

Both were presented by the Secretariat.

4.2.

The Secretariat explained that the Commission would review the final position at its end of May 1999 meeting and would it then be sent to States in July 1999.  It was also explained that the comments from States contained very few comments of substance.

4.3.

After reviewing the 2 documents the only area of real contention was regarding the ICAO position on radars operating in the band 2.7 – 2.9 GHz (WRC 2000 Agenda item 1.6.1).  There was a difference of opinion between the need to take such a strong stance for these systems (European and US heavy use of these radars) against the little use by other regions of the world.  It was stated by some members of the group that this may undermine the move towards FANS and give the wrong impression to Radio Regulators that aviation is not moving forward. 

4.4.

The meeting agreed to set up a small working group made up of Australia, France, ICAO Paris office and the Secretariat to consider the comments formally made by States, those comments made by the meeting and the subsequential changes due to further developments.  This consolidated output was later presented as WP 23 (Revised) to the meeting and with further amendment during discussions can be found as Appendix C.

5.

Agenda Item 5: Revisions to the ICAO RF policy handbook

5.1.

This agenda item was broken down into 4 areas:

i) new Annex on interference (WP 6);

ii) revisions to the policy statements in the light of the ICAO position for WRC 2000

(WP 9);

iii) inclusion of ICAO position for WRC 2000 in handbook;

iv) amendments to the narrative sections (WP 2)

5.2.

WP 6 contained substantial material for inclusion as a new Annex on interference.  After careful consideration and amendment of some of the content of this document it was felt by the group that since most of the material was frequency/system specific, then a majority would be better placed under the frequency bands concerned in the existing handbook text.  Although this means a complete re-issue of the handbook, it was felt it would save the user the difficulty in trying to look at more than one section at the same time.  It was agreed by the meeting that the general information should form an Annex to the handbook. 

5.3.

The WG agreed to the consequential changes to the policy statements in light of the ICAO position for WRC 2000.

5.4.

With regards to the inclusion of the ICAO position for WRC 2000 in the handbook, the meeting expressed the opposite view to that in 5.2 above.  It was agreed that the ICAO position would be better placed in an Annex since it could be replaced more readily for different WRCs where different items will be considered.

5.5.

The WG considered the WP 2 and the proposed amendments to the narrative sections of the handbook.  After review and minor amendments to the document it was agreed that the text changes should be included in the narrative sections of the handbook.

6.

Agenda Item 6: Preparation for the upcoming CPM and WRC 2000
6.1.

A large number of papers were presented to this meeting for this agenda item and which were closely associated with Agenda Items 8 & 9.  This section therefore also covers the presentation and discussions that took place for both these Agenda Items.

6.2.

Germany presented WP 3 regarding the required guard band for the protection of RNSS in the-1559 – 1610 MHz from fixed services.  This was an update on the development within Europe and on discussions that took place at the previous WG-F meeting.  The meeting was happy with the way Europe was progressing towards encouraging the deletion of fixed services from this band at WRC-2000.

6.3

WPs 11,13 & 14 were introduced by IATA, Eurocontrol and ICAO respectively more as information papers rather than working papers.  They all related to European preparation work with WPs 11 and 14 providing formal responses to the European Commission Green paper on Radio Spectrum Policy.

6.4

There was a large amount of discussion concerning the roles to be played by ICAO and its panels in the WRC preparations and those by States in their Regional preparations.  While there was agreement that ICAO had an important role to play and that the output from the panels should form the basis of a States position regarding aviation matters, a number of European participants stated that due to time constraints there was still a need to contribute to studies/discussions in Regional preparation groups.

6.5

The meeting agreed that there were a number of important points that came out of the discussions namely:

i) that there was a need to disseminate as much information between States as possible,

ii) outputs from ICAO should form the definitive aviation position in national and regional

preparations,

iii) any relevant studies/information should be input into the appropriate ICAO panels for

consideration.

7.

Agenda Item 7: New GPS safety signal (L5)
7.1

The United States made a verbal presentation on their proposals for a new GPS safety signal (L5) in the frequency band 960-1215 MHz.  During the presentation indications were given as to why this band and in particular 1164 MHz had been chosen and that it is intended that first and foremost that this new GPS frequency is for civil aeronautical use.

7.2

There was concern expressed by a number of European participants on the lack of consultation by the United States that had taken place with other parts of the world.  It was highlighted that in Europe, in particular, that the future navigation strategy involved the deployment of large numbers of DMEs and therefore the introduction of this new service may seriously affect this strategy.  In response it was stated that work had been ongoing in RTCA in which anybody was welcome to participate and that further work is ongoing to the impact on DME.

7.3

The meeting agreed that it is the responsibility of the GNSSP to consider the operational issues of this proposal however it did identify items that needed further study namely:

i) the onboard compatibility with DME and SSR,

ii) the impact on existing and planned DMEs.

7.4

The meeting also agreed that the GNSSP should be urged to complete any necessary studies in time for the CPM to be held in November 1999.  The Secretariat agreed to bring to the attention of the GNSSP Secretariat the time constraints for completing the work.

8.

Agenda Item 8: Role of States and ICAO in regional preparations for WRC 2000

See Agenda Item 6.

9.

Agenda Item 9: Regional activities on the preparation of co-ordinated regional proposals






for WRC 2000
See Agenda Item 6.

10.

Agenda Item 10: Unified assessment method for the protection of ILS/VOR from






interference from FM Broadcast stations operating in the band






below 108 MHz
10.1

There was one document (WP 16) available from New Zealand on this topic however it was not possible to consider further development of methodology for assessing protection criteria due to the lack of time and available material at this meeting.

10.2

The meeting was made aware of current work being undertaken by LEGBAC in Europe on a common assessment method however this group was currently meeting at the same time as AMCP WG F.  Further consideration will be given to item at the next meeting of AMCP WG F where it is hoped that the output of LEGBAC will be available

11.

Agenda Item 11: Future use of the band 108 – 137 MHz
No material was presented under this agenda item.

12.

Agenda Item 12: Any Other Business plus future work and meetings
12.1

There was general discussion on the AMCP news group and the information contained within.  The meeting agreed that there needed to be more use made of electronic media by WG-F in order to ensure dissemination of information in the quickest way.  One particular area that the meeting felt would be useful is the development of a meetings and attendance list.  The Secretariat agreed to look at this in terms of ensuring an appropriate news page was available.

12.2

The meeting noted that there are a number items that need to be addressed further but which to date no contribution has been made.  It was agreed that individuals should have agreed actions placed against them so that.  The list of actions can be found in Appendix C.

12.3

The meeting also identified future work items that need to be addressed by WG-F.  These can be found in Appendix D.

12.4

The next meetings of WG-F are scheduled for approximately October 1999 and March 2000 for Lima and Dakar.
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Agreed Action Items

Action Item
To be actioned by

Obtain information on ITU TG 1/5 work
R Witzen (ICAO)

Produce Eurocontrol report on spurious emissions
C Pelmoine (Eurocontrol)

Feedback on output of ITU TG 8/1
G Markey (USA)

Information on cable systems using HF and related ITU-T work
J Mettrop (UK)

Provide information to ICAO Secretariat on VSAT/SNG
S Mitchell (UK)

Future Work Items

1. 5 GHz and MLS in preparation for WRC-2003

2. GBAS and FM compatibility

3. Ultra wideband radars

4. L5

5. CPM text

6. Regional preparations

· APT (Oct 99)

· FMG (Oct 99)

7. HF protection

8.
VSAT/SNG

DRAFT A


