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RESOLUTION  415  (WRC-03)

Study of current satellite frequency allocations that will support the modernization of civil aviation
telecommunication systems

The World Radiocommunication Conference (Geneva, 2003),


considering

a)
that some developing countries still lack an appropriate communication infrastructure that meets the evolving requirements of modern civil aviation;

b)
that the cost of providing and maintaining such an infrastructure, in particular a terrestrial infrastructure, is increasingly expensive, particularly in remote regions;

c)
that satellite communication systems provide a real possibility to meet the demands of the International Civil Aviation Organization (ICAO) communication, navigation, surveillance and air traffic management (CNS/ATM), especially in the areas where a terrestrial communication infrastructure is not available,


further considering

a)
that allocations to aeronautical services and for applications exist over a broad range of frequency bands;

b)
that technologies now exist where different services can be accommodated by efficient use of a single spacecraft or satellite network;

c)
that the benefits of establishing and utilizing satellite communication systems for civil aviation would also bring additional benefits for developing and sparsely populated countries by enabling the development of telecommunication systems in conjunction with the civil aviation systems,


noting

1
that Recommendation 34 (WRC-95) states that future world radiocommunication conferences, whenever possible, should allocate frequency bands to the most broadly defined services with a view to providing maximum flexibility in spectrum use;

2
that Resolution 20 (Rev.WRC‑2000) resolves to instruct the Secretary-General “to encourage ICAO to continue its assistance to developing countries which are endeavouring to improve their aeronautical telecommunications”;

3
that there is a need to provide long-term spectrum availability for aeronautical satellite communications for safety purposes,


resolves to invite WRC-07
1
to examine the possibility of broadening the services and applications of the use of current satellite frequency allocations in order to allow the expansion of ICAO CNS/ATM systems that can also support other non‑aeronautical telecommunication services;
2
to take appropriate actions, based on the results of the examination specified under resolves 1,


invites ITU-R

1
to study, as a matter of urgency, the current satellite frequency allocations that could meet aeronautical requirements to support the modernization of civil aviation telecommunication systems, especially those in developing countries, and to study in particular those radio frequencies that could be used to support both ICAO CNS/ATM systems and other non-aeronautical telecommunication services,


further invites

1
the Telecommunication Development Bureau to also examine this issue and provide assistance, as appropriate, that would facilitate developing countries to participate in the work of the ITU-R on this matter;

2
ICAO, the International Air Transport Association (IATA), administrations and other organizations concerned to participate in the studies identified in invites ITU‑R above,


requests the Secretary‑General

to bring this Resolution to the attention of ICAO.

