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SUMMARY

At the WG-F/10 meeting it was agreed that the Secretariat should ask the ITU for a ruling on a service designation for the UAT.  This paper provides a summary of the response.
1.
Introduction

1.1 At the 10th meeting of the Aeronautical Communications Panel (ACP) Working Group F (WG-F/10) on 18-27 August, 2003, it was agreed that the International Civil Aviation Organization (ICAO) should seek a ruling from the International Telecommunication Union (ITU) on the proper service designation for the Universal Access Transceiver (UAT)
.  WG-F initially suggested that the request be sent to the Radio Regulations Board (RRB), however after discussion with the ITU, it was determined that the more appropriate course of action would be to seek an interpretation of the service category from the Director, ITU Radiocommunication Bureau (BR).  Using a description of the UAT prepared by the UAT Subgroup, a letter was sent from ICAO to the BR on 4 November 2003.  A response was received (see attachment) 19 November 2003.

2.

Discussion

2.1 The response from the BR was mixed.  In particular, they felt that the basic function of ADS-B could be considered as an application within the aeronautical radionavigation service
  (ARNS), while other elements – most notably the ground uplink when used for flight information services (FIS) – were clearly aeronautical mobile (route) service (AM(R)S).  As a result, the BR considered that in order for the UAT to operate in its intended manner in a consistent regulatory framework, it would be advisable to initiate allocation changes within the frame of the 2007 World Radiocommunication Conference (WRC-07) agenda item (AI) 1.6.  

2.2 This information is important to the development of the ICAO position on WRC-07 AI 1.6.  Taken in concert with the future data link work being accomplished under the auspices of ACP Working Group C, it is obvious that the ICAO position should include AM(R)S allocations in at least a part of the 960-1215 MHz band.  Alternatives could for example include:

· the minimum required allocation to support UAT operation only (centered on 978 MHz);

· 960-978 MHz to encompass the band 960-977 MHz currently not used for ICAO-standard systems plus 978 MHz for UAT; 

· 960-1020 MHz to offer additional flexibility in the lower portion of the band (i.e., below the frequency – plus a guard-band – used for secondary surveillance radar);

· The whole 960-1215 MHz band.  While this could offer the maximum amount of flexibility, care must be taken not to impact the GNSS systems operating in the 1164-1215 MHz band.

3 Recommendation
3.1 
Some portion of the 960-1215 MHz band – to include the 978 MHz UAT frequency – should be included as part of the ICAO position on new AM(R)S allocations in response to WRC-07 AI 1.6.
� The UAT is a system operating at 978 MHz and designed to support automatic dependent surveillance-broadcast.  It is currently undergoing standardization with ACP WGC.


� See Attachment, Section 2: “From the description of the UAT system, it appears to the Bureau that the basic function of ADS-B can be considered as an application within the aeronautical radionavigation service”. While this intepretation does not seem fully consistent with the approach taken by WRC-2003 to the introduction of an ADS-B application in an ARNS band (new footnote 5.197A refers), if generally accepted it would enable an implementation of UAT, limited to the ADS-B function, without changes to the current ARNS allocation.
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