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  It is my pleasure to welcome you once again to Montreal, this time for the second 
meeting of the ICAO Group on International Aviation and Climate Change (GIACC). 
 
  Since your first meeting in February, with your contribution, ICAO has produced a 
number of documents to serve as background for your deliberations over the next three days:  
 

• A template process was implemented to facilitate your deliberations aimed at achieving 
consensus on the elements of a Programme of Action; 

• Several briefings on specific topics have been arranged;  
• Working Papers and Information Papers have been prepared for your review; and  
• All of these documents have been posted on the GIACC secure website for you to consult at your 

convenience.   
 
  We have also arranged for the presence here today of a representative of the UNFCCC. 
As you know, the schedule of the GIACC is designed to support the ICAO Council in taking decisions 
concerning a climate change policy with respect to international civil aviation, in preparation for the 
15th meeting of the Conference of the Parties (COP15) at the end of 2009. The Secretariats of the 
UNFCCC and ICAO have been working hard to coordinate their respective work plans. The UNFCCC 
representative will outline the roadmap and schedule leading to COP15 and will be available for an 
exchange of views with members of the GIACC on how we can move forward. 
 
  One of the most important issues that you will have to deal with is the question of 
aspirational goals. In February, you made it clear that such goals should be in the form of fuel efficiency. 
This is consistent with Appendix K of Assembly Resolution A36-22. I want to emphasize that 
expectations are very high in this regard. The world community is looking for such goals to be agreed 
upon very soon.  
 
  I’m sure that all of us in this room realize the need for decisive action if we are to deal 
effectively with the real and pressing environmental challenges related to aviation.  
 
 That is why, in addition to addressing aspirational goals, I believe the GIACC must 
formulate concrete recommendations that can be presented to the 185th Session of the Council in October. 
We know that there is broad support for emissions trading as an option for aviation. It may be helpful for 
the GIACC to consider a recommendation to the Council on this topic.  For example, should ICAO 
develop a global emissions trading program for aviation? 
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 Last month, ICAO published a document titled Guidance on the Use of Emissions 
Trading for Aviation, which offers suggestions to Contracting States for incorporating international 
aviation emissions into their respective emissions trading schemes. What must be understood and 
emphasized is that aviation, as an international activity, would benefit most from a global emissions 
trading mechanism, one based upon mutual consent and with a clearly defined role for ICAO in 
promoting participation by Contracting States. This would not only enhance the effectiveness of 
aviation’s response to climate change but also ICAO’s leadership position in this area.  
 
 This is what is expected of ICAO as the global regulator and it is our responsibility to 
propose concrete steps that will generate substantial results for the medium and the long term.   
 
 There is another advantage to taking a dynamic and forward-looking approach – it could 
help us improve the image of aviation. Even though international civil aviation represents less than 
2 per cent of the global man-made emissions of CO2, it receives disproportionate negative coverage in the 
news media. The reality is that we have made remarkable progress over the past 40 years in mitigating the 
impact of aviation on the environment. Unfortunately, we are not perceived as being aggressive enough in 
dealing with the issues that people are concerned about today. The recommendations to Council that you 
could develop over the next few days might provide material for generating positive coverage for aviation 
in its drive for sustainable growth.  
 
  As you embark on discussions relating to these and other issues, I feel compelled to 
remind everyone that resources for the GIACC process are limited and that the efficient and effective 
participation of every member is essential. The reason I mention this is that the GIACC had agreed to a 
very specific schedule to develop the consolidated template but we did not have full participation and 
many responses were late. As a result, the consolidated template reflects the input from only eight 
participants. I trust that this will not hamper discussions nor stand in the way of achieving consensus. Still, 
the GIACC could set goals for itself to achieve specific results at specified times, so as to ensure that its 
report to the high-level meeting fulfills the mandate assigned to it by the 36th Session of the ICAO 
Assembly. 
  
  I can assure you that the work of the GIACC is a priority for ICAO. Council 
Representatives are closely following developments within the GIACC, as evidenced by the presence of 
many of them today. All express great confidence in the GIACC completing its work programme within 
the agreed timeframe and, at the same time, they realize the incredible amount of work to be done and the 
range of views expressed in the consolidated template. That is why I would urge each one of you to be 
fully involved in this important meeting, in a spirit of cooperation and a focus on concrete actions.  
 
  Before I conclude, I would like to commend Mr. Raymond Cron for his active leadership 
and valuable contributions over the past four months as the sitting Chair of the GIACC. Without his 
guidance and pertinent observations, we would not be as well prepared as we are for this meeting. In a 
few moments, you will elect a Chairperson for your second meeting. This person will not only be called 
on to preside over the meeting, but also to commit the time and resources necessary to accomplish the 
important work of the GIACC from now until the third meeting scheduled for February 2009. 
 
  I thank you all for your contributions to date and I wish you a very productive meeting. 
 


