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Assembly Resolution A37-15
APPENDIX O
Coordination and cooperation of civil and military air traffic

Whereas the airspace is a resource common to both civil and military aviation, and given that
many air navigation facilities and services are provided and used by both civil and military
aviation;

Whereas the Preamble of the Convention on International Civil Aviation stipulates that
signatories thereto had “agreed on certain principles and arrangements in order that
international civil aviation may be developed in a safe and orderly manner and that
international air transport services may be established on the basis of equality of opportunity
and operated soundly and economically”;

Whereas Article 3 a) of the Convention states that “This Convention shall be applicable only
to civil aircraft, and shall not be applicable to state aircraft” and Article 3 d) requires that
“contracting States undertake, when issuing regulations for their state aircraft, that they will
have due regard for the safety of navigation of civil aircraft”;

Recognizing that growing civil air traffic and mission-oriented military air traffic would
benefit greatly from a more flexible use of airspace used for military purposes and that
satisfactory solutions to the problem of cooperative access to airspace have not evolved in all
areas;

Whereas the flexible use of airspace by both civil and military air traffic may be regarded as
the ultimate goal, improvement in civil/military coordination and cooperation offers an
immediate approach towards more effective airspace management; and

Recalling that the ICAO Global ATM Operational Concept states that all airspace should be
a usable resource, any restriction on the use of any particular volume of airspace should be
considered transitory, and all airspace should be managed flexibly;

The Assembly resolves that:

1. the common use by civil and military aviation of airspace and of certain facilities and
services shall be arranged so as to ensure the safety, regularity and efficiency of civil aviation
as well as to ensure the requirements of military air traffic are met;

2. the regulations and procedures established by Contracting States to govern the
operation of their state aircraft over the high seas shall ensure that these operations do not
compromise the safety, regularity and efficiency of international civil air traffic and that, to
the extent practicable, these operations comply with the rules of the air in Annex 2;
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3. the Secretary General shall provide guidance on best practices for civil/military
coordination and cooperation;
4. Contracting States may include, when appropriate, representatives of military

authorities in their delegations to ICAO meetings; and

5. ICAO serves as an international forum that plays a role in facilitating improved
civil/military cooperation, collaboration and the sharing of best practices, and to provide the
necessary follow-up activities that build on the success of the Global Air Traffic
Management Forum on Civil/Military Cooperation (2009) with the support of civil/military
partners.

Associated practices

1. Contracting States should as necessary initiate or improve the coordination and
cooperation between their civil and military air traffic services to implement the policy in
Resolving Clause 1 above.

2. When establishing the regulations and procedures mentioned in Resolving Clause 2,
the State concerned should coordinate the matter with all States responsible for the provision
of air traffic services over the high seas in the area in question.

3. The Council should ensure that the matter of civil and military coordination and
cooperation in the use of airspace is included, when appropriate, in the agenda of divisional
and regional meetings, in accordance with Resolving Clauses 3, 4 and 5 above.



