Accident Investigation
Article 26 of the Convention on International Civil Aviation (Chicago Convention) states that, in the event
of an accident to an aircraft of a Contracting State occurring in another Contracting State, and involving
either death, serious injury, or serious technical defect in the aircraft or air navigation facilities, the State
in which the accident occurs will institute an inquiry into the circumstances of the accident.
Annex 13 (Aircraft Accident and Incident Investigation) to the Convention provides further international
requirements for the investigation of aircraft accidents and incidents. It spells out which States may
participate in an investigation, such as the States of Occurrence, Registry, Operator, Design and
Manufacture. It also defines the rights and responsibilities of such States.
The State of Occurrence may delegate all or part of the investigation to another State or a regional
accident and incident investigation organization, and may call on the best technical expertise available
from any source to assist with the investigation. States of Registry, Operator, Design and Manufacture
who participate in an investigation are entitled to appoint an accredited representative (with or without
associated advisers) to take part in the investigation.
A State which has a special interest in an accident, by virtue of fatalities or serious injuries to its citizens
for instance, is entitled to appoint an expert entitled to: visit the scene of the accident; have access to
the relevant factual information which is approved for public release by the State conducting the
investigation, and information on the progress of the investigation; receive a copy of the accident
investigation Final Report. ICAO officials only participate in accident investigations upon special request
from the State responsible for conducting the investigation.
How are Annex 13 accident investigations reported?
States in charge of an investigation must submit a Preliminary Report to ICAO within thirty days of the
date of the accident, unless the Accident/Incident Data Report has been sent by that time. Preliminary
Reports may be marked as confidential or remain public at the investigating State’s discretion.
The State conducting the investigation of an accident or incident shall also make the Final Report
publicly available as soon as possible and, if possible, within twelve months. If the report cannot be
made publicly available within twelve months, the State conducting the investigation shall make an
interim statement publicly available on each anniversary of the occurrence – detailing the progress of
the investigation and any safety issues raised. For accidents or incidents involving an aircraft of a
maximum mass over 5 700 kg, States in charge of an Annex 13 investigation must make the Final Report
available to ICAO.
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