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2.3.1 Aerodromes and Ground Aids (AGA) 

 
COMPILATION OF AERODROME DATA TO SUPPLEMENT SEARCH AND RESCUE (SAR) 

OPERATIONS 
 

(Presented by the United States) 
 

SUMMARY 
 
This Working Paper addresses the benefit of a State’s aerodrome and 
airfield data for use by international relief organizations in responding to 
a crisis.  A sample format for the data is provided.  This information can 
be used as a supplement to the Search and Rescue plans already in place 
for each member State. 
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1. Introduction 
 
1.1. The recent tragedy involving the earthquake in Haiti has prompted an unprecedented 
relief effort by military and civilian organizations throughout the world.  Though significant efforts are 
still underway, the feedback from first-responders to the crisis has provided valuable insight into how 
future responses can be improved. 
 
1.2. From an aviation perspective, it was noted that the availability of aerodrome 
infrastructure information can greatly improve the support and recovery operations of organizations 
providing assistance.  While quality aerodrome information exists in each State’s Civil Aviation 
Authority (CAA), the situation in Haiti has shown that damage to the CAA offices and/or national 
communications infrastructure can delay the release of the information when it is needed most – in the 
hours and days immediately following a crisis. 
 
1.3. This working paper proposes that each Eastern Caribbean State compile data on their 
aerodromes and airfields as a precautionary measure to assist international relief efforts should a crisis 
occur in the future.  
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2. Discussion 
 
2.1.  The concept of data as a resource in aviation search and rescue (SAR) operations is well 
understood.  In particular, the conclusions and recommendations of the Caribbean/South American 
Regional Air Navigation (CAR/SAM RAN/3) and the Caribbean/South American Regional Planning and 
Implementation Group (GREPECAS/11) meetings discuss a number of SAR-related items.  Most 
recently, the 31st meeting of the Eastern Caribbean Working Group (E/CAR/WG/31) produced the draft 
conclusion 31/2.b, stating that “That the Directors of Civil Aviation of the Eastern Caribbean convene a 
high level SAR Meeting in the E/CAR during the first quarter of 2010 with an aim to: establish proper 
Coordination between civil and military authorities for efficient use of all available resources…” 
 
2.2.  The collection and dissemination of aerodrome data is a tremendous resource for large-
scale relief efforts following a crisis.  An example of the benefit this information can provide is shown in 
the Appendix.  In response to the Haitian earthquake, the U.S. Military compiled a list of all available 
data on aerodromes and airfields in Haiti, the Dominican Republic, and surrounding States (Table A-1).  
By analyzing this data, a plot of the airfields and suitable aircraft was able to be generated (Figure A-1).  
The information gathered was critical in the strategic planning of relief operations in Haiti, allowing 
essential equipment and supplies to be flown in to the airports based on the capability of each facility.  
 
2.3 A suggested format for the aerodrome and airfield data is provided below: 
 
General  

• Airport Name: 
• ICAO ID: 
• City: 
• Time Zone: 
• Latitude: 
• Longitude: 
• Elevation: 
• Magnetic Variation: 
• Operating Agency: 
• Operating Hours  

 
Runways 

• ID: x/x 
• Dimensions (ft/m): 
• Surface Type: 
• PCN: 
• ILS: 

 
Communications 

• Tower freq.: 
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Navaids 

• Type: 
• ID: 
• Name: 
• Channel: 
• Freq: 
• Distance from field: 
• Bearing from Navaid:  

 
Supplies/Equipment 

• Fuel: 
 
Remarks 

• Caution: 
• Customs / Immigration: 
• Operational Hours: 

 
 
3. Conclusion 
 
3.1. The Meeting is invited to review the content of this working paper and consider the 
benefits of the proposed data.  If an affirmative decision to collect the data is made, Members are invited 
to compile the necessary aerodrome and airfield data to assist international organizations in future relief 
operations. 
 
 

— — — — — — — — — — — 
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APPENDIX 

 
U.S. MILITARY DATA ON HAITIAN AERODROMES AND AIRFIELDS 

 

 
 

Table A-1.  Basic Aerodrome and Airfield Data 
 

 
Figure A-1.  Plot of US DoD Suitable Airfields 

 
 

— END — 


