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SUMMARY 

 
This paper discusses the tangible improvements in air 
navigation services and the extent of compliance by 
the Sudanese Civil Aviation Authority and services 
providers to ICAO standards. 
The paper also shows Sudan's position on some of the 
issues raised in the agenda rated to air navigation 
services.  
  
Action by the meeting is at paragraph 10. 

  
  
1. INTRODUCTION 
 
1.1 During the past three years, the Sudanese Civil Aviation Authority has made great 
efforts to improve the services entrusted to it in general, and air navigation services in particular, in 
recognition of the significant role expected from Sudan by virtue of its exceptional geographical 
location and size. Within this framework, national legislation has been drafted to separate operational 
and supervisory entities. Additionally it has approved a separate law for air safety. Despite the fact 
that air navigation services are still temporary attached to the supervisory governing body, the law 
clearly stipulates that this relationship is temporary in preparation for a total and complete separation 
in appropriate circumstances in compliance with ICAO's recommendations and to activate the 
services and activities provided by the air navigation units.  

 
1.2 This paper discusses the improvements that have been planned and implemented with 
regard to air navigation services, it also discusses planned improvements on the way for 
implementation over the coming period. 

 
1.3 Additionally, the paper describes Sudan's position on some issues concerning air 
navigation services as a positive contribution aimed at seeking tangible and effective outcomes to this 
meeting. 
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2. THE NEW AIR NAVIGATION CENTER 
 
2.1 The construction of the new air navigation center in Khartoum is complete. It was 
built according to the latest global standards in terms of design and equipment. The center boasts the 
latest in air traffic management and communication technologies, including:  

 
2.1.1 Eurocat-X for air traffic management. 

 
2.1.2 Negotiations currently in progress for an additional 4 radars to increase Sudanese 
airspace coverage.  

 
2.1.3 Negotiations currently in progress on ADS-B systems to support and enhance radar 
coverage. 

 
2.1.4 Contracting companies are removing obstacles that prevent the operation of 
CPDLC/ADS-C systems which have already been installed. 

 
2.1.5 Sudan is part of the NAVISAT Satellite system. To support this communications 
system, negotiations are currently taking place concerning fiber optic cables as a supporting and 
alternative carrier to provide strong communication coverage in Sudanese airspace. 

 
2.1.6 Work is underway to link the OLDI system with the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia as an 
initial step in the coming period to activate the GRIB system for meteorological information. 

 
2.1.7 The center is equipped with a high-tech simulator, and the center itself also serves as 
an alternative should the main air traffic management center fail for some reason.  

 
2.1.8 The centre contains a highly-equipped conference room.  

 
3. AVIATION INFORMATION SERVICES 
 
3.1 The Sudanese Civil Aviation Authority adopted ICAO's plan to change from 
Aeronautical Information Services to FIR Department. In this context the following steps have been 
taken:  

 
3.1.1 The TOD project was incorporated into the 2011 plan and necessary funding has been 
allocated to start implementation. 

 
3.1.2 As Sudan included the obtaining of the AMHS/AIM system in its 2011 plan, it would 
be useful to start procedures to link the EAD. In this context, Sudan requests the support of ICAO's 
MID Regional Office in implementing this request. 

 
3.1.3 World Geodetic System 1984 has been applied since 1998. In 2010 information of 13 
airports was reviewed and updated; 2011 will see the review and update of the remaining 5 airports. 
The necessary funds have been allocated for this in the 2011 plan.  

 
3.1.4 Sudan implemented partial automation systems through which it has been providing 
flight information services since 2005. An eAIP has been included in the 2011 plan, with funds 
allocated for this purpose. Additionally Sudan is committed to making every effort to apply the new 
INFPL program in a timely manner. 

 
3.1.5 Implementation of the quality control systems is complete, and 2011 will see 
finalization of ISO 9001/2000qualification. This year will also witness the introduction of a customer 
care system - necessary funds have been allocated for this project in the 2011 plan.  

 
3.2 The Sudanese civil aviation has set-up a safety management system, particularly 
where it concerns aeronautical information services - necessary funds have been allocated for this 
purpose in the 2011 plan.  
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3.3 Sudan is highly interested in complying with AIRAC systems, and it will make every 
possible effort to attain full commitment in 2011. 

 
3.4 A total of 6 agreements have been concluded with important actors for the provision 
of raw flight information services with a view to developing measures to raise the quality of 
information provided to users. These agreements include Khartoum airport, regional airports, the 
Executive Office of the Director General of the Authority, air transport, air traffic management and air 
corridor engineering. Additional SLA agreements will be signed during 2011. 

 
3.5 The internet has been used in a limited manner to publish flight information. To 
increase internet use for this purpose, the 2011 plan includes the creation of a website for flight 
information services - necessary funds have been allocated.  

 
4. AVIATION COMMUNICATION 
 
4.1 The Sudanese 2011 Civil Aviation plan includes the supply and installation of an 
advanced AMHS/AIM to replace the current AFTN/AIS system – this has been budgeted for. In this 
context, Sudan suggests increasing the levels of joint coordination between MID countries in this 
regard and particularly in the areas of training, standardization of systems, and familiarization visits. 
Sudan also requests the support of the Regional Office so that it may benefit from the (AMC) of the 
European Centre. 

 
4.2 Sudan expresses its full and unlimited support of ICAO's position on the bandwidth 
devoted to aviation activities, which will be discussed at the International Telecommunications Union 
WRC12 in 2012. In this context, the Sudanese Civil Aviation Authority is committed,  and 
specifically to discuss the telecommunications authorities adopting the same position at the above 
mentioned meeting. It also commits to sending a delegation to participate in the meeting and other 
related regional meetings, in support of ICAO's position which represents the interests of civil 
aviation authorities at the international level. 

 
4.3 Necessary funds have been allocated in the 2011 plan for creating quality control and 
safety management systems, and for internal audit operations of aviation communications.  

 
4.4 Necessary funds have been allocated in the 2011 plan toward importing Digital HF to 
support communication in areas not covered by VHF communications and in situations where other 
means of communication are interrupted. 

 
4.5 Sudan confirms its full and strong support of the proposal to develop a roadmap for 
global communications technology/navigation/surveillance CNS. 

 
5. ENGLISH LANGUAGE PROFICIENCY FOR EMPLOYEES WORKING ON WIRELESS 

TELEPHONE DEVICES 
 
5.1 During 2010 a comprehensive evaluation of all licensed air traffic controllers was 
carried out to assess their English language proficiency levels. The evaluation was conducted by a 
foreign think-tank; this was indicated on the licenses of those who passed the test.  

 
5.2 The civil aviation plan for 2011 includes training for those who did not pass the air 
traffic controllers test so that they may attain the 4th level. The plan also includes kick-starting the 
assessment of communications officers working on HF/RT; funds have been allocated for the 
necessary evaluation and testing processes. Necessary funds and training have also been allocated to 
raise the level of communications officers who fail the tests to the 4th level as well. 

 
6. CIVIL / MILITARY COOPERATION 
 
6.1 The Civil Aviation Authority is keen that representatives of the military participate in 
forums discussing the use of Sudanese airspace. 
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6.2 An observation site has been allocated and affiliated to EUROCAT. This will be run 
by the military to ensure round-the-clock civil-military coordination. 

 
6.3 To further promote aviation safety, coordination with military authorities was set-up 
to use civil aircraft in prohibited areas in cases of bad weather and emergency conditions.  

 
6.4 A civil-military coordination committee was set-up for military exercises to ensure 
the greatest possible joint use of Sudanese airspace. 

 
7. AIR TRAFFIC CONTROL 
 
7.1 Sudanese airspace classification has been amended to category (a), which provides 
positive air traffic control services. 

 
7.2 To serve those passing through Sudanese airspace, 2010 witnessed the creation and 
launch of 4 new RNAV in coordination with IATA. During 2011 more RNAV routes will open 
providing increased economic activity and savings on fuel consumption by airlines. This represents a 
real contribution to ICAO's commitment to improve fuel efficiency by 2% annually . 

 
7.3 During 2011 the GNSS system will be introduced at 13 airports. Additionally, air 
traffic controllers will be trained on SID/STAR, and preparations will commence to use this system at 
the remaining airports. 

 
7.4 Sudan confirms its full readiness to participate cooperate in the exchange of 
information on questionnaires with the countries in the region. 

 
8. SEARCH AND RESCUE 
 
8.1 Agreements have been signed with the relevant internal search and rescue entities, 
and 2011 will see arrangements with neighbouring countries concluded. 
 
8.2 Sudan will designate, at the earliest opportunity, an individual as the national search 
and rescue point of contact.  

 
9. PARTICIPATION IN THE ACTIVITIES OF THE REGIONAL OFFICE  
 
9.1 Sudan has a growing interest in participating in the activities of ICAO's MID 
Regional Office. In this context, Sudan is committed to participation in: 

 
9.1.1 MID QMS Action Group.  

 
9.1.2 MID AIS Automation (AISA) Action Group. 

 
9.1.3 MID/AIS MAP Task Force. 

 
9.1.4 MID ATN/IPS Task Force 

 
10. ACTION BY THE MEETING 
 
10.1 The meeting is invited to take note of the information contained in this paper. 

  
 

- END - 


