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1. INTRODUCTION 

 

1.1 At the third meeting of the Meteorological Hazards Task Force (MET/H TF/3), held 

in Bangkok from 13-15 March 2013, it was agreed that Australia, New Zealand and Hong Kong, 

China review the SIGMET posters (see Attachments A and C) following Amendment 76 to Annex 3 – 

Meteorological Service for International Air Navigation. 

 

1.2 The fourth meeting of the Meteorological Hazards Task Force (MET/H TF/4), held in 

Beijing, China from 19-21 March 2014, formulated the agreed action 4/12 as follows: 'Ad-hoc group 

consisting of Australia, Hong Kong-China and New Zealand (Rapporteur) to review and update the 

SIGMET posters to realign with Amendment 77 to Annex 3 in 2016'. 

 

2. DISCUSSION 

 

2.1 Further discussion within the ad hoc group regarding the format of the information 

concluded that it would be an advantage to provide the information in an A4 pamphlet style 

publication. This would allow for the information to be updated more readily as well as providing a 

format that could be easily viewed and/or downloaded from the Internet or sent to States via email.  

 

2.2 The ad hoc group has incorporated the feedback and suggested changes into the 

pamphlets, and drafts of the WS and WC SIGMET pamphlets are given in Attachments B and D. 

 

3. RECOMMENDATION 

 

3.1  It is recommended that: 

 

SUMMARY 
 

This paper presents a review of the WS and WC SIGMET posters and the 

establishment of WS and WC SIGMET pamphlets for comment following 

Amendment 76 to Annex 3 – Meteorological Service for International Air 

Navigation. 
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a) the MET/H TF discuss any additional improvements to the WS and WC 

SIGMET pamphlets; 

 

b) the draft WS and WC SIGMET pamphlets (with agreed improvements 

incorporated) be forwarded to ICAO & WMO for review and endorsement; 

 

c) the ad hoc group arrange for publication of the pamphlets and provide these 

to ICAO and WMO for electronic distribution; 

 

d) Australia, New Zealand and Hong Kong, China review the WV SIGMET 

poster and establish a WV SIGMET pamphlet prior to the MET SG meeting; 

and 

 

e) Australia, New Zealand and Hong Kong, China review the pamphlets again 

in July 2016 when Amendment 77 to ICAO Annex 3 is published to ensure 

that they are updated prior to the effective date of November 2016. 

 

4. ACTION BY THE MEETING 

 

4.1  The meeting is invited to: 

 

a) Note the information in this working paper; and 

 

b) Adopt the recommendation in paragraph 3.1 as an action for the group. 

 

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 
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ATTACHMENT B – WS SIGMET Pamphlet 

 

Refer to attached draft pamphlet, noting that images within the pamphlet are for illustrative purposes 

only. 
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ICAO Annex 3 – Meteorological Ser vice for 

International Air Navigation

ICAO Regional SIGMET Guide

WSAAii CCCC YYGGgg [BBB]

CCCC SIGMET [n][n]n VALID YYGGgg/YYGGgg CCCC-

CCCC <FIR/CTA Name> FIR <Phenomenon>  OBS/FCST 

[AT GGggZ] <Location> <Level> <Movement> <Intensity 

changes> <Forecast position>=

WSSS20  VHHH  090900

VHHK  SIGMET  3  VALID  090900/091300  VHHH-

VHHK  HONG  KONG  FIR  EMBD  TS  OBS  AT  0900Z  N  OF  

N2000  AND  E  OF  E11330  TOP  FL400  INSTF  FCST  1300Z  

N  OF  N2000  AND  E  OF  E11300=

WSAU21  ADRM  240330

YMMM  SIGMET  D01  VALID  240330/240430  YPDM-

YMMM  MELBOURNE  FIR  HVY  DS  OBS  WI  S2300  

E13415  –  S2240  E13800  –  S2520  E13800  –  S2525  

E13520  –  S2300  E13415  SFC/FL070  MOV  N  25KT  NC=

WSCI33  ZBAA  301110

ZBPE  SIGMET  2  VALID  301110/301510  ZBAA-

ZBPE  BEIJING  FIR  HVY  SS  OBS  AT  1100Z  N  OF  N40  

SFC/2000M  MOV  E  30KMH  NC=

WSNZ21  NZKL  232134

NZZC  SIGMET  18  VALID  232134/240134  NZKL-

NZZC  NEW ZEALAND  FIR  SEV  TURB  FCST  WI  S3929  

E17602  –  S4305  E17136  –  S4522  E17000  –  S4538  

E17159  –  S4112  E17624  –  S3929  E17602  FL180/260  MOV  

E  25KT  INTSF=

WSAU21  AMRF  061700

YMMM SIGMET M07 VALID 061700/062100 YMRF-

YMMM MELBOURNE FIR SEV MTW OBS WI S3704 E14244 

– S3611 E14753 – S3736 E14943 – S4006 E14800 – S3952 

E14353 – S3704 E14244 FL080/140 STNR NC=

WSCI45  ZHHH  021100

ZHWH  SIGMET  3  VALID  021100/021500  ZHHH-

ZHWH  WUHAN  FIR  SEV  ICE  FCST  N  OF  N28  SFC/FL20 0  

STNR  NC=

WSSS20  VHHH  180830

VHHK  SIGMET  1  VALID  180830/181230  VHHH-

VHHK  HONG  KONG  FIR  RDOACT  CLD  FCST  E  OF  E114  

SFC/FL100  MOV  E  20KT  WKN=

WSSS20  VHHH  181100

VHHK  SIGMET  2  VALID  181100/181230  VHHH-

VHHK  HONG  KONG  FIR  CNL  SIGMET  1  180830/181230=

WS Examples

Format

Thunderstorms

Duststorms

Sandstorms

Turbulence

Mountain waves

Icing

Radioactive cloud

Cancellation

DRAFT

  2

PLACEHOLDER IMAGE ONLY
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ATTACHMENT C – WC SIGMET Poster 
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ATTACHMENT D – WC SIGMET Pamphlet 

 

Refer to attached draft pamphlet, noting that images within the pamphlet are for illustrative purposes 

only. 
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FKAU05  ADRM  071830

TC ADVISORY

DTG:  20130307/1800Z

TCAC:  DARWIN

TC: SANDRA

NR: 02

PSN:  S1500 E15600

MOV: NE 07KT

C: 989HPA

MAX WIND: 35KT

FCST PSN +6HR: 08/0000Z S1500 E15630

FCST MAX WIND +6HR: 40KT

FCST PSN +12HR: 08/0600Z S1448 E15706

FCST MAX WIND +12HR: 45KT

FCST PSN +18HR: 08/1200Z S1454 E15736

FCST MAX WIND +18HR: 50KT

FCST PSN +24HR: 08/1800Z S1500 E15800

FCST MAX WIND +24HR: 60KT

RMK:  NIL

NXT MSG: 20130308/0100Z

FKPQ30  RJTD  151800

TC ADVISORY

DTG:  20060515/1800Z

TCAC:  TOKYO

TC: CHANCHU

NR: 27

PSN:  N1555 E11500

MOV: NNW 06KT

C: 930HPA

MAX WIND: 90KT

FCST PSN +6HR: 16/0000Z N1648 E11455

FCST MAX WIND +6HR: 90KT

FCST PSN +12HR: 16/0600Z N1740 E11450

FCST MAX WIND +12HR: 90KT

FCST PSN +18HR: 16/1200Z N1853 E11445

FCST MAX WIND +18HR: 90KT

FCST PSN +24HR: 16/1800Z N2005 E11440

FCST MAX WIND +24HR: 90KT

RMK:  NIL

NXT MSG: 200605/0000Z

Tropical Cyclone SIGMET Format
WCAAii  CCCC  YYGGgg  [BBB]
CCCC  SIGMET [n][n]n  VALID  YYGGgg/YYGGgg  CCCC-
CCCC  <FIR/CTA Name>  FIR  TC <Name> OBS/FCST  [AT  
GGggZ]  <Location>  <Level>  <Movement>  <Intensity 
changes>  <Forecast position>=

Tropical Cyclone SIGMET Example
WCAU01  ABRF  071910 
YBBB  SIGMET  D02  VALID  071915/080115  YBRF- 
YBBB  BRISBANE  FIR  TC  SANDRA  OBS  AT  1800Z  S1500  
E15600  CB  TOP  FL500  WI  
280NM  OF  CENTRE  MOV  NE  07KT  INTSF  FCST  0000Z  TC  
CENTRE  S1500  E15630=

Cancellation
WCAU01 ABRF 100515 
YBBB  SIGMET  D12  VALID  100515/100715  YBRF-
VBBB  BRISBANE  FIR  CNL  SIGMET  D06  1 00115/100715=

Tropical Cyclone SIGMET Example
WCPH31  RPLL  151800 
RPHI  SIGMET  4  VALID  151800/160000  RPLL- 
RPHI  MANILA  FIR  TC  CHANCHU  OBS  AT  1800Z  N1555  
E11500  CB  TOP  FL450  WI  
240NM  OF  CENTRE  MOV  N  05KT  NC  FCST  0000Z  TC  
CENTRE  N1648  E11455=

Tropical Cyclone SIGMET Example
WCSS20  VHHH  151900 
VHHK  SIGMET  7  VALID  160600/161200  VHHH- 
VHHK  HONG  KONG  FIR  TC  CHANCHU  FCST  AT  0600Z  
N1740  E11450  CB  TOP  FL450  WI  
240NM  OF  CENTRE  MOV  N  05KT  NC  FCST  1200Z  TC  
CENTRE  N1853  E11445=

TCA and WC SIGMET Examples

Tropical Cyclone Advisory (TCA) Example

Tropical Cyclone Advisory Graphic (TCG) Example

Tropical Cyclone Advisory (TCA) Example DRAFT
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